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Greetings friends!  It’s so good to have you here with 
us for our fall issues of Virginia Rider.  We love it when the 
leaves are changing & the temps start to get cooler.  It surely 
makes for the best riding with the gorgeous colors every-
where.  One of the best parts of riding the open road is your 
heightened sense of smells in the air, if you’re in tune.   Next 
time you’re out for a ride, take notice of all the different 
scents you come across during your travels – in the wind you 
may find the smells of fresh fallen leaves, the pines, fragrant 
autumn trees & shrubs, the scents of different types of wood 
burning in the fireplaces & many others.  It can make for a 
very scentsational adventure!

We would like to send a huge THANKS to all of you who 
contribute your time, efforts & donations for poker runs & 
charity events to help individuals & organizations in need.  
The Virginia motorcycle community raises hundreds of 
thousands of dollars collectively each year & it’s so wonder-
ful when ALL of the money raised can go directly to those 
who need it.  Volunteering & donating is a powerful force & 
it allows charities to fully benefit from all the money that’s 
raised.  Your big hearts are appreciated more than you 
know! Great job everyone!  

We would like to encourage all riders to get involved with 
VCOM, the Virginia Coalition of Motorcyclists.  These are the 
people who represent our interests as motorcyclists to law-
makers and local government. You, personally, are affected 
every time a law is passed that restricts your rights as a 
motorcyclist.  VCOM goes to bat for us, defending & promot-
ing all the issues that concern motorcycling here in Virginia.  
We’ll be bringing you info next month on how you can help 
be the change.  Check them out at vcomonline.org. 

In addition to all of the good stuff we have in this issue, 
we also have something very special contained in one of our 
articles.  In my 15 years of publishing motorcycle magazines, 
I have got to say that this is one of the most heartwarming 
events that we have ever had the honor of hosting in our 
magazine.  I don’t want to have the “spoiler alert” go off so 
I’ll let you find it for yourself...you may want to grab a tissue? 

Thank you so much to all of the wonderful businesses who 
support our magazine. I know that we say this every month 
but it’s true – we wouldn’t be here without them.   Their ad-
vertising dollars make it possible for us to bring you Virginia 
Rider every month of the year. Please help us thank them by 
supporting their rider-friendly businesses – they’re here with 
us for YOU! 

Hey guys, keep those SHOTZ coming!....we appreciate you 
being with us & sending all the fun pictures!  

Get ready for the season…Next month we’ll be gearing up 
for the holidays & we have lots of amazing things planned 
for you so stay with us!       

Until we meet again….Happy trails & safe travels!

Stay awesome, 

Kelly

from the editor’s desk

IN THIS ISSUE

If you’re wondering what your bike is actually 
worth, Matt Danielson sums it up this way: “...
to an insurance company, a defendant or a court, 
your motorcycle is only worth what the market 
says it is worth.  Details are in TOM MCGRATH’S 
MOTORCYCLE LAW GROUP article this month.

This guy isn’t just another pretty face on a mo-
torcyle. CHOPPER is a ten-year-old Shih Tzu who 
is a motorcyclist, a traveler, a children’s book 
author and a medical alert dog. He’s traveled to 
30 states via motorcycle, car or plane.

It seems summer just didn’t want to go this 
year, but it’s finally starting to feel like fall, 
which can be one of the best times of the year 
to ride. Don’t miss EVENTS still happening.

We thought a mule was the offspring of a 
donkey and a horse, and a rather cantankerous 
beast at that.  Turns out the MULE is a Multi-Use 
Light Equipment Side-by-side, which are MAK-
ING TRAX this month in a big way.

What would a ride be without some dumbassery? 
Or some self-dumbassery? These are the ques-
tions Marc poses in GREAT PLACES TO RIDE. But 
taking it from the ridiculous to the sublime, he 
asks another question that you MUST read to the 
end to see. He definitely outdid himself this time!

In SHOTZ, our monthly pictorial, we’ll feature 
your pics of rides, bikes, friends and anything 
else relating to bikes that you’d like to share with 
us.  Send ‘em in!

SHOTZ

Gary Cryer was a black sheep, then a goose rid-
ing a bike called The Preacher on a journey from 
the darkness into the light. Don’t worry, it all 
makes sense in The LIGHTHOUSE this month.

‘Tis the season (not Christmas quite yet) for all 
things Pumpkin - from pies to bread to soup, it’s 
everywhere until the grass starts growing next 
spring. And maybe for some of us, all year ‘round.
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Good 
For You

SHERRI PARKER 
MEMORIAL POKER RUN 
AND BIKE SHOW  
OCTOBER 20, 2019
Story behind the event as told by Sherri’s twin 
sister, Holly Hoffler

Sherri Parker was tragically killed by a hit and run driver on July 
27, 1993.  It was a beautiful day and she was riding her Harley 
Sportster.  Sherri lived in Driver her entire life. Her oldest brother 
Craig started a festival as a way for her parents and community 
to come together.   October 2002, Sherri’s twin sister Holly and 
friend Eddie Boyce, started a poker run and bike show in her 
memory. The number of Sherri’s friends that came to celebrate 
her memory was overwhelming. You could feel the energy in the 
air. Many of those who attended, and still do, were lined up all 
the way down the street of her parent’s house the day of her 
funeral. Many still have tattered pieces of the black ribbons in 
their saddle bags to this day. Sherri had a sticker that read “If I 
have to explain you wouldn’t understand”.  That day her family 
understood. 
The love and respect the biker community has shown the town 
of Driver has been truly amazing. At last year’s event, a lady that 
attended was overheard saying she didn’t know Sherri but she 
could tell that she was truly loved….and she was. Sherri was a 
free spirit. She never met a stranger and brought home many 
strays…humans and animals.  26 years ago there weren’t many 
women that had their own bike. She loved to ride, no matter 
when or where, just put it in the wind! 
Her memorial event has become a reunion. Many of her friends 
help make the event happen year after year. The roar of the bikes 
rolling into town sounds like rumbling thunder and still gives us 
chills. There are Tears of love for the memory of a beautiful car-
ing soul on many of their faces. As her twin sister, I can say that 
I am eternally grateful to the biker community.  I couldn’t think 
of a better way to remember her, honor her life and do the best 
we can to heal. She will never be forgotten. When we see a sup-
porter wearing her memorial Tshirt we remember her love of life, 
family, friends and enthusiasm for 2 wheels.   
Proceeds of the event go to the Driver Volunteer Fire Dept. and 
to local charities. We look forward to another year of Driver Days 
this October and her memorial poker run and bike show October 
20. We ride in her memory with love and respect.



EVENTS EVENTS

To have your event listed in our event calendar here & online, send us an email with your event 
& your flyer if you have one.  Events received by the 15th will be in the next month’s magazine.

Oct 12 IV King’s Hwy Ride – Harrisonburg, VA                                                                                                                     
One day, one ride, one reason. Saturday Oct 12. Registration 10am. Kickstands up 11am. $20 per rider. $5 per passenger. Door prizes * 50/50 
* Lunch after ride. Hot Dogs, Drinks & Tropical Smoothie Café on-site. Bikers with a Mission s hosting a ride and community event for our 
Community Place @ 17 East Johnson Street, Harrisonburg, VA 22802. Start and End ride at Our Community Place. More info: 540-421-7911 or 
ourcommunityplace.org.

Oct 12  Hampton Roads Harley-Davidson 41st Anniversary Celebration – Yorktown, VA                                                                                                
10 AM - 9 PM.  Make plans now to be a part of this event! We will have a Sound Off Competition w/200% Purse Payout per Class (as HRHD will 
match the pot, a Bike Show w/200% Purse Payout per Class (as HRHD will match the pot), “The Wheelie Wizard” stunt show for the Family, Our 
Famous “In House” HRHD BBQ for everyone, LIVE music throughout the day. “Chance games” for you to play to win a ton of prizes. Food, Fun, 
Motorcycle, Vendors, Door Prizes, all kinds of stuff all day!  Hampton Roads Harley-Davidson, 6450 George Washing Mem. Hwy, Yorktown, VA 
23692 hrhd.com

Oct 13  18th Annual Suffolk Swamp Roar – Suffolk, VA
Produced by Tidewater Motorcycles.   A scenic 80-mile ride around the perimeter of the Great Dismal Swamp National Wildlife Refuge.  Biker 
registration begins at 9:00 a.m. at the Suffolk Executive Airport on Highway 13, just south of downtown Suffolk. Send-off begins at 10:30 a.m. rain or 
shine.  A portion of the proceeds will benefit nature-based tourism, interpretative and educational programs and habitat restoration within the Great 
Dismal Swamp National Wildlife Refuge.  For more information contact Tidewater Motorcycles, 4324 Godwin Blvd., Suffolk, VA 23434, (757) 255-
4200. 

Oct 19  CVMA Poker Run – Yorktown, VA                                                                                                                                              
Beginning and ending at HRHD , the stops will be: -Old city BBQ, -Two drummers smokehouse, -Gloucester VFW post 8252.  Registration 1100-
1300 @ HRHD.  First bike out at 1330.  $20  per bike $10 for passengers.  DJ, live music 50/50 tickets raffle prizes.  hrhd.com

Oct 19  Biketoberfest Poker Run –Richmond, VA
Supporting Virginia Coalition of Motorcyclists  Registration 9am at Steel Horse Harley-Davidson.  KSU at 9:30.  Last bike in at 1:45pm at Richmond 
Harley-Davidson for Biketoberfest!  Best hand $250. Worst hand $50 gas card.  Entry fee $20 Rider, $10 passenger.  Door Prizes & raffle for all 
participants.   Open to the public.  All bikes are welcome.

Oct 19th  Ride for the Warriors XI First Ever Selfie Ride – Yorktown, VA                                                                                                                       
Hosted by BIAMC Yorktown Chapter and Daddyo’s Tavern.  TIRED OF THE STANDARD POKER RUNS ? Mark your calendars to come out and 
take part in the first ever “Selfie Ride”. BIAMC Yorktown is excited to invite you to our upcoming charity ride on 19 Oct 2019 (rain or shine) in support 
of the Missing In America Project - Virginia Chapter.  You are going to Love this ride, it’s an Awesome Route, a fun and scenic 100 mile ride through 
the three historic counties of York, James City, and New Kent.  Don’t ride ? That’s ok, cars are more than welcome to do the route as well, it’s 
really all about the Charity.  Lots of Door Prizes. 50/50 Raffle Prizes.  100% of the proceeds go to Missing In America Project (MIAP).  Registration/
Breakfast:  0830-0930 * First Bike Out:  0900 * Last Bike out: 0945 * Last Bike In: 1430 * Raffle Drawing: 1500.  Registration & Ride will start at the 
Beachcomber Restaurant, 8811 George Washington Mem Hwy, Yorktown, Virginia 23692,  so come out early enough to have breakfast on site; 
8811 George Washington Memorial Hwy, Yorktown, VA 23692.  Ending will at Daddyo’s Tavern in Norge, 7500 Richmond Rd H, Williamsburg, VA 
23188.  Rider:  $15 /  Passengers: $ 5.   For more Info contact: BIAMC.yorktown@gmail.com

Oct 20   Sherri Parker Memorial Poker Run and Bike Show – Suffolk, VA                                                                                   
This is a TAMA sponsored ride.  $20 donation per person.  Includes a complimentary t-shirt for the 1st 150 registrants (preregistered t-shirts can 
be picked up at on-site registration on ride day).  Poker Run registration:  9:30am – 11am at Bayside Harley-Davidson (Portsmouth). Parade of 
bikes will stage at Sleep Hole in Suffolk at 12:30pm prior to ride into Driver at 1pm.  Bike Show registration 12pm to 2pm in Driver Village.  Classes:  
Touring*Custom*Bagger*Softtail*Ladies*Sportster*Foreign*Rubbermount *Antique*Special Construction.  Door prizes & Vendors.  Contact Holly 
Hoffler at (757) 538-3944 or email hollydaysfloral@icloud.com 

Oct 26th   Bikers for Kids Spooktacular Event and Ride for CHKD                                                                      
Registration 9 to 11:30am at Southside Harley-Davidson, 385 N. Witchduck Rd., Virginia Beach.  $15 per rider, $5 per passenger. Everyone 
welcome on 2, 3 or 4 wheels!  Kickstands Up at 11:45am Sharp! The bike run will take its journey in front of CHKD Hospital this year.  Fundraiser & 
Party Noon till 6pm at 615 Bar & Grill, 1615 General Booth Blvd., Virginia Beach.  Food & Beverage Specials.  AJ Gators Sports Bar & Grill offering 
Brunch & Beverages.  Best TWO Halloween decorated bikes receive a $50 Gift Car from 615 Bar & Grill.  Plenty of no hassle parking for everyone.  
Music live by “Radio 80s” from 1:00 till 3:00.  Live auction at 3:30pm. 50/50 raffle & door prizes. A project by North Suffolk Circle to benefit Mental 
Health Program. For more information contact J.R. at 615 Bar & Grill, (757) 675-8488 or Southside HD at (757) 499-8964 

Oct 26th   Halloween Ride Benefitting Atley Hedrick – Bridgewater VA  
ALL proceeds go to Atley’s family to help with any expenses they may have. Atley is a 2 year old little boy fighting acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia.  
Bikes and Cars Welcome.  $20 Rider/Car. $10 Passengers.  Free meal with Registration. 7763 Community Center Rd., Bridgewater, VA 22812. 
Halloween Stamp Run (like a poker run) Win $200 for highest points, $50 for lowest points.  Register 1pm to 1:30pm. KSU 1:30pm. Last Bike/Car 
In at 4pm. Food for sale at $5 a meal. 50/50 Raffles.  Jonathan Zinn Music by Fender Ridge.  Supported by 27-6 Combat Veterans Motorcycle 
Association & Biery branch Community Center.

Nov 2   Bikers for Christ Hot Dog Social with all the Fixins – Suffolk, VA
NOON-3 P.M. At: Tidewater Motorcycles, 4324 Godwin Blvd., Suffolk, VA 23434.  FREE HOT DOGS !!!!!  To Benefit Isaac Whear involved in a motorcycle 
crash.  Sponsored By:  Your local Bikers For Christ Motorcycle Ministry OUTER LIMITS and Tidewater Motorcycles 
  

Nov 11th  3rd Annual Honor Our Veterans Ride – Fredericksburg, VA                                                                                     
The Fredericksburg Fallen Heroes are sponsoring the  3rd Annual “Honor Our Veterans” Ride on Monday November 11th. This ride is a reflection of 
support for our Veterans who have dedicated themselves to honor, protect and serve our country for the freedoms we have today. Please meet at Classic 
Iron located at 4907 Jefferson Davis Highway Fredericksburg, Va. 22408 at 8:00 a.m.  KSU will be 9:45 a.m. We will be driving through downtown 
Fredericksburg.  The ride will go directly through Caroline Street passing the “Our Fallen Heroes” memorial and parking in the public lot across from the 
old free lance star building.  We will fall in behind the walking procession, which will more than likely be almost to their destination, so we can keep our 
speed at a necessary movement, that the city of Fredericksburg is putting on this year. Our ending destination will be to the “Our Fallen Heroes” memorial 
Ceremony that starts at 10:45 a.m.  Please make every attempt to make this ride to show our Veterans here locally that we support there continuous 
bravery and dedication to protect and serve this great nation.  If you have additional questions about the event, please email us at fredfallenheroes@
gmail.com.  There is no cost to register for this event. If you wish to make a donation to the Fredericksburg Fallen Heroes we thank you in advance.

Nov 23  10th Anniversary Bikes For Tykes Bike Build – Virginia Beach, VA                                                               
Hosted by Boneshakers Social Club BSSC C3.  BoneShakers Family please come out and help assemble the bikes we will be giving away On Dec 7th.  
Bring hand tools and a good attitude. Ice House Restaurant, 604 Norfolk Ave, Virginia Beach, Virginia 23451. 

Dec 14th   Wreaths Across America – Virginia                                                                                                                    
National Wreaths Across America. National Wreaths Across America Day is an event in December dedicated to remembering the sacrifices veterans have 
made in wars since the American Revolution. National Wreaths Across America will be on Saturday, December 14, 2019 and is observed on a Saturday in 
mid-December each year. www.wreathsacrossamerica.org .  Local Rides in Virginia info coming next month.
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ROAD RULES
VA

Virginia has several laws and statutes that relate directly to mo-
torcyclists so it’s important for riders to stay well informed about 
them.  Each month we bring you Virginia’s road rules with a little 
help from our friends at Tom McGrath’s Motorcycle Law Group.  

In the spotlight for October:  LICENSE PLATES
                                                                                                                                                      
Display of license plates (§ 46.2-715)

Comment: The statute requires the plate to be attached to the 
rear of the motorcycle.  We believe you may still have a side 
mounted plate so long as it is attached toward the rear and 
clearly visible from the rear of the motorcycle.  The purpose 
of the statute is to allow an officer to see the plate when he or 
she is at the rear of the vehicle.

License plates assigned to a motor vehicle, other than a 
motorcycle, tractor truck, trailer, or semitrailer, or to persons 
licensed as motor vehicle dealers or transporters of unladen 
vehicles, shall be attached to the front and the rear of the 
vehicle. The license plate assigned to a motorcycle, trailer, or 
semitrailer shall be attached to the rear of the vehicle. The 
license plate assigned to a tractor truck shall be attached to 
the front of the vehicle. The license plates issued to licensed 
motor vehicle dealers and to persons licensed as transport-
ers of unladen vehicles shall consist of one plate for each set 
issued and shall be attached to the rear of the vehicle to which 
it is assigned.

How license plates fastened to vehicle; altering 
appearance of license plates (§ 46.2-716)

Comment: The main thing is that the plate must be visible.  
For some reason some members of law enforcement believe 
that if you mount the plate vertically as opposed to horizon-

tally that you are violating this statute.  Nothing in this statute 
forbids the vertical mounting of license plates.

A. Every license plate shall be securely fastened to the motor 
vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer to which it is assigned:

1. So as to prevent the plate from swinging,
2. In a position to be clearly visible, and
3. In a condition to be clearly legible.

B. No colored glass, colored plastic, bracket, holder, mount-
ing, frame, or any other type of covering shall be placed, 
mounted, or installed on, around, or over any license plate if 
such glass, plastic, bracket, holder, mounting, frame, or other 
type of covering in any way alters or obscures (i) the alpha-
numeric information, (ii) the color of the license plate, (iii) the 
name or abbreviated name of the state wherein the vehicle 
is registered, or (iv) any character or characters, decal, stamp, 
or other device indicating the month or year in which the 
vehicle’s registration expires. No insignia, emblems, or trailer 
hitches or couplings shall be mounted in such a way as to hide 
or obscure any portion of the license plate or render any por-
tion of the license plate illegible.

C. The Superintendent may make such regulations as he may 
deem advisable to enforce the proper mounting and securing 
of the license plate on the vehicle.

Visit motorcyclelawgroup.com/motorcycle-statutes/virginia 
for links to Virginia Motorcycle Statutes.
If you have a question about any specific motorcycle law in 
Virginia or feel that your rights have been violated, call 
Tom McGrath’s Motorcycle Law Group at 1-800-321-8968 and 
speak with their attorneys who practice in Virginia and are 
familiar with current Virginia motorcycle laws.

VIRGINIA MOTORCYCLE LEGISLATIVE ROUNDTABLE 

MY ride Virginia rider: HennY KinCer

I have lived in Tazewell Virginia all my life. I am a maintenance operations manager with the Virginia Dept. of Transporta-
tion and have been with VDOT almost 31 years.  I have been married to my mate for 28 years.  Although she doesn’t 
ride we spend time in our convertible BMW on a lot of the same roads I ride my bike. I am an avid Atlanta Braves fan and 
have been since the bad years. I have been riding since I was 5 years old, started out racing dirt bikes.  My current bike 

is a 2017 Street Glide Special, Velocity Red with some added accessories. As far as my favorite places to ride, that happens every 
time I straddle my Glide. Every ride is my favorite. Virginia has some of the most beautiful scenic roadways that you can find on the east coast 

and working with the department of transportation I know they are maintained. Sorry if that sounded arrogant but we take pride in our roadways. 

YOU & your bike are invited to be featured in MY RIDE!                                                                                            
Email us at virginiaridermagazine@yahoo.com for details!



Check out why this fall favorite super-
food is so good for you!

Pumpkins are a type of winter squash that are in the same 
plant family as cucumbers and melons.  It’s technically a 
fruit since it contains seeds. But in terms of nutrition, it’s 
more like a vegetable.  We’re used to seeing it in soups, 
pies and breads but many pumpkin eaters, including Peter, 
were unaware that this humble fruit is super nutritious 
and has a huge range of health benefits!   
One cup of pumpkin contains more vitamin A than a cup 
of kale -> more potassium than a banana ->  And more fi-
ber than 1⁄2 cup of quinoa.  PLUS…it packs a whopping 19 
vitamins and minerals!  Fresh r canned (* buy only 100% 
Pure or Organic Pumpkin, not Pumpkin Pie filling) 

Here’s some surprising benefits of pumpkin: 

It’s a great source of fiber, with three grams in every 
cup of cooked & fresh pumpkin and 7 grams in canned.   
Incorporating fiber can help you feel fuller for longer, 
so it can help you get from one meal to the next. Other 
benefits of fiber include: Reducing the risk of heart 
disease; Lowering blood pressure and cholesterol; Aid-
ing digestion; Combating constipation; Improving gut 
health; Strengthening the immune system

It may help memory and concentration:  Pumpkin is 
an excellent source of lutein, recognized for its role in 
eye health. Lutein can also improve cognitive function, 
including learning, memory, concentration and focus

It’s an immunity booster:  Pumpkin is an excellent 
source of vitamins A, C and zinc, all antioxidants that 
strengthen the immune system. Pumpkin also contains 
beta-carotene, an antioxidant plant pigment that gives 
pumpkin its bright orange color.   

It could help eye health:  Thanks to the beta-carotene 
and carotenoids it contains, pumpkin may help reduce 
the risk of chronic eye diseases, including age-related 
eye degeneration and cataracts.  To increase your daily 
intake of vitamin A, you can easily add one of cooked, 
mashed pumpkin to your daily smoothie or morning 
oats. One serving alone packs more than 200% of your 
recommend daily intake of vitamin A – an essential 
nutrient for eye health.

It contains heart healthy nutrients:  Pumpkin seeds are 
a good source of phytoestrogens, plant-derived com-
pounds that when incorporated into a healthy diet and 
lifestyle, have been shown to manage cholesterol and 
improve heart health.

It helps sleep and mood:  Pumpkin seeds in particular are 
an excellent source of tryptophan, an essential amino 
acid that is converted to serotonin, a chemical associated 
with healthy sleep and happiness. Since the body cannot 
make tryptophan on its own, pumpkin seeds are an easy, 
versatile way to add it into your diet.

In addition: Pumpkin can… 
*help to control diabetes  
* help reduce the risk of prostate cancer  
*regulate blood pressure  
* reduce the risk of stroke  
* boost your immune system  
*decrease the risk of age-related macular degeneration & 
much more!  

Bottom line __ eaT MOre PUMPKin!

Good For You
GIVE ‘EM PUMPKIN TO TALK ABOUT 

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The Reviving America’s Scenic Byways 
Act (S. 349) passed the U.S. Senate by voice vote on Sept. 9 
and was signed by the president. The bill passed the House 
in February. The bill requires the Secretary of Transportation 
to request nominations for, and make determinations regard-
ing, roads to be designated under the national scenic byways 
program, which has been closed for six years. The AMA 
was part of the coalition that helped create this program in 
1991 and is part of a coalition now intent on reviving the 
program. Many of the country’s favorite motorcycling roads 
are National Scenic Byways and benefit from the resources 
provided to preserve and enhance them. From the Blue 
Ridge Parkway, stretching 469 miles from North Carolina to 
Virginia, to the Beartooth Highway between Montana and 
Wyoming, to Hells Canyon in Oregon, there are 150 roads 
designated as National Scenic Byways. The program provides 
resources that help communities along these byways benefit 
from the tourism they generate, while preserving the char-
acteristics of the roads that made them great destinations in 
the first place. Officials are prepared to seek National Scenic 
Byway designation for 44 roads in 24 states as soon as the 
program is restarted.

AMA News & Notes: October 2019
National and regional news for motorcyclists



greaT PLaCeS TO ride
with Marc Ritchie and Rose Grant

Aside from being one of the greatest 
ways to spend time together, riding 

tandem has provided other advantages. 
Not only is there a second set of eyes 
to spot critters and other hazards, in ca-
pable hands, a pillion with a camera can 
capture the things most riders don’t get a 
chance to see, as I discovered once again 
after finally getting to view the pictures 
of this ride. Rose has a seemingly uncon-
scious ability of bringing the sublime to 
the surface, adding another dimension 
to the experience. I joke with her about 
how many pictures she takes, but in real-
ity, it’s something I enjoy immensely, and 
there’s never such a thing as “one, a few, 
or a hundred too many.”

Pair that with a bike, I feel is one of the 
most beautiful and easiest to ride ever 
built. And more than capable of hauling 
you and your pillion, and all of your stuff 
for a day, or a weekend, in comfort and 
style, and you’re just about guaranteed 
to have a great time together. I know we 
did!

Rose and I have drooled over the 2013 
Heritage Softail Classic inside the show-
room at Wayne Cycle Shop in Waynes-
boro, VA on past visits. But seeing the 
Burnt Orange & Beer Bottle Brown, and 
Python straight pipes popping in the sun 
outside, nearly required a bib. It had been 
a while since we rode a proper cruiser, 
whose volume knob happens to be in the 
form of a throttle, and we were excited 
for the opportunity. Jennifer and Darrell 
made sure the bike was ready, including 

checking the air, and turned us loose on this beautiful day. Stop by and see all the fine 
crew of avid enthusiasts, or visit waynecycle.com, and let them help you with the bike 
you’ll drool over and take excellent care of you in the process!!

Saliva adequately contained, I released the clutch and let the 103 cubic inch Twin 
Cam eat going through the gears. I never tire of that classic Harley Davidson sound 
and it was a thrill being back on a torquey V-Twin with power in low places. Once in 
cruise gear, I reached back and gave Rose’s leg one of many squeezes and took the 
first of many deep breaths. And BOOM!!! In that instant, we found ourselves in that 
familiar other world: a world in vivid color and motion, precariously balanced on two 
wheels, hyperly aware and alive, and completely at home,,,,,again. It’s the greatest 
prescription there is!!

We were headed to a ski resort via a covered bridge. Just before Rt. 211 we saw a 
couple of guys pushing a bike on the shoulder up the hill heading toward us. There 
was a pickup truck parked belonging to one of them. Traffic was clear and we made 
an effortless U-turn to check on matters. The driver was already walking back to his 
truck when we parked next to the other bike and its rider. We were nearly at the top 
of the hill and he said he had it from here and didn’t need any help, adding that he 
lived just down the hill and could coast home. He was huffing pretty good and gladly 
accepted one of the cold waters we packed. His Sportster had broken a belt and after 
hearing all the stuff he did to the motor and what it could do, all I could think of was, 
“That poor belt!”

Keeping it moving, we made quick work of New Market Gap to one of my favorite 
back roads. I forget its name, but it crosses Smith’s Creek over a low water bridge and 
passes by one of my favorite barn settings. I slowed so Rose could get a nice pic at 
both spots which she nailed.

Rose and I took a break at Meems Bottom Covered Bridge. There was a corn maze 
across the street with another corn field on our side creating a nice seasonal back-
drop for a bike pic with the gap in the background. I have over 30 years of fond mem-
ories here and I always feel connected to this place in ways that are hard to describe. 
All I can say is, it’s its own field of dreams and a heaven where they’ve come true. 
Today was no exception.

What would a ride be without some dumbassery? Today’s special guests included 
a hybrid (imagine that!) trying to outrun a Heritage in a passing zone preferring 15 
under in the sweepers, and a new pickup on HWY 11 accomplishing 0-40 in just under 
20 seconds. I won’t name the brand or model, but with over a ¼ mile head start when 

he pulled out in front of us, we had enough time and dis-
tance to not dodge or ram him. Both vehicles heard Twin 
Cam and The Pythons music in fourth and fifth gear. Only 
they were in reverse order with Bogey Two in decel mode.

Rose and I were surprised the Copper Kettle Restaurant 
at Bryce Resort had been remodeled. It had been over a 
year since we were last there. It definitely looked more 
up-scale. Our two sandwiches with sides, a beer for Rose, 
and a tea for me, came to $42, not including tip, while 
we watched baseball highlights on TVs installed on an 
intricately fabricated display. They do have $10 burgers 
and pizzas for the non-CVO crowd, which we will opt for 
next time. It’s always a fun ride getting there, and a good 
choice for a heated gear trip during winter if you enjoy 
bewildered looks on skiiers faces. For all of the other fun 
things to do and where you’ll find a link to the menu, 
please visit bryceresort.com.

We followed a log truck much of the way from Orkney 
Springs. Aside from stirring all of the fallen foliage on the 
road like a beehive of frenzied leaves everywhere, he was 
actually making good time and most of it was downhill. 
Still, we wanted to get around him and back to our roles in 
our open road show. Finally, there was paint on the pave-
ment and a clear passing zone nearly as far as one could 
see. The FLSTC glided by unhindered. Missing my turn to 
continue south on 613, I had to make a U-turn, only to 
find ourselves stuck again behind the same truck heading 
to Singers Glen. What would a ride be without some “self 
dumbassery?”

Rose was laughing, and I couldn’t help but laugh too. He 
didn’t last long though. The saw mill/lumber yard wasn’t 
very far where he turned off. And we had mostly clear sail-
ing all the way to Mount Solon. I always enjoy this farm 
country stretch through Rockingham and Augusta Coun-
ties. There are horse and buggies to watch out for, espe-
cially on the weekends. And there are camelback hills to 
use caution riding over, but there aren’t any traffic lights, 
box stores, strip malls or fast food places: just rural Vir-
ginia in pure form.

Properly capping off the day’s ride, we stopped at Natu-
ral Chimneys Park. It’s a great place for a picnic, as well 
as a break, with lots of open space, and perhaps most 
importantly: plumbing. It’s namesake are seven natural 

limestone formations its website describes as “a sight unrivaled in 
majesty.” While arguably rivaled they are majestic, and we couldn’t 
think of a better place in the valley to show off this classic with cool 
geology as a backdrop, so we unleashed the tripod. 

We hadn’t heard a tune or GPS instruction all day. Appropriately, 
as I put the final touches on this story, David Gilmour’s “Where We 
Start” is playing on the living room stereo. It’s describing spending a 
day with his wife as a metaphor for their life together. It’s Rose’s and 
my song, and defines us to a T, to the point we feel like it was almost 
written for us. We’ve been inseparable since we met: two peas in a 
pod. And since we’re not getting any younger, and we seem to have 
weathered through the highs and lows, and the good and the bad, 
we’re still together, and I think it’s about time we made it official. I 
love you Rose!! I don’t know how, when or where, but 
WILL YOU MARRY ME?

To be continued…

Cheers and thanks for reading!!
Marc Ritchie
Photos: Rose Grant
Correspondence: facebook.com/brmtcva
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Goose and The Preacher journey 
into light:

A personal 
faith journey 
has led an 
Ex-Paratrooper 
and biker from 
Nottingham 
to help former 
military prison-
ers start a new 
life. Here is part 
of the story….

Gary 
(Goose) Cryer 
came from a 
Christian fam-
ily; his mother 

and father were Christians and his father was 
an Elder in the Brethren Church and a Lay 
Preacher who influenced him greatly.

Now 56, he grew up in Nottingham with his 
family, but was the proverbial ‘black sheep’  
getting into confrontations with the police and a 
criminal record at a young age, and for the next 
few years he became involved in the darker 
side of spirituality. This included elements 
of the biker world …where he was given his 
nickname, ‘Goose.’ He says: “The dark side 
(Satan) is very real indeed and is there all the 
time, but Christ is waiting for an invitation to 
come in….”

In his 20’s – during an area of darkness and 
rebellion in his life – things changed through 
a scripture literally illuminated to him – “a light 
came on and from that moment I asked for 
Christ to open the door (but I had the handle.!! 
)… It was a turning point which began a lifelong 
journey of faith, which I’m still travelling on.”

Change and direction came and eventually 
led to him joining the army in 1980, feeling God 
specifically calling him into the Parachute Regi-
ment. He kept a bible with him at all times; he 

The Lighthouse
“I have come as light into the world, so that everyone who be-

lieves in Me will not remain in darkness.” – John 12:46 

was still in spiritual conflict with his past and it 
was a gradual process but God was in control.

He has three children who have helped him 
develop and have highlighted areas of weak-
ness within him that are being healed through 
God.

Goose has completed postings all around 
the world – some include: N Ireland, South 
America, and Bosnia – where he was awarded 
the Military Cross – he became a Personal 
Protection Officer to General Sir Michael Rose, 
the British military officer who commanded 
United Nations (UN) peacekeeping forces in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina (1994–95) during the 
disintegration of Yugoslavia.

After his time in the Forces (1980-2002) it 
was a natural step into the commercial security 
market, looking after the safety of people, 
families, and lifestyles.  Friends from the past 
like ‘Lemmy’ from rock band Motorhead, and 
Katharine Jenkins – who went to entertain the 
troops in Afghanistan (she mentions Goose in 
her autobiography, ‘Time to say Hello’), and 
other high profile personnel were and are all 
part of the journey. He was also involved with 
preparing Daniel Day Lewis for his role as 
Hawkeye/Nathaniel Poe in ‘The Last of the 
Mohicans.’

He was baptized in 2008, having felt 
convicted by God that the time was right. His 
security business is ongoing, but in late 2014 
comedian Jim Davidson approached him and 
asked him to be a Trustee involved with Care 
after Combat, a charity helping ex-military 
during and after release from prison. See photo 
below with Jim Davidson and Bishop Tony 
Porter, whom he says “has been a great help 
and support.” (https://southwell.anglican.org/
bishop-joins-comedian-jim-davidson-to-help-
military-veterans-at-hmp-nottingham/ 

Throughout these later years his faith has 
become much more important to him and he 
has focused more on serving God… “I went 
to church sporadically for 22 years wherever I 

was and carried a bible knowing that when in 
some of the darker places in the military and 
commercial security market a greater power 
than man’s was needed to overcome some of 
the situations in which I found myself.”

Goose has a Victory Kingpin motorbike 
called ‘The Preacher’ which has appeared on 
the Victory stand at the NEC and is known 
amongst some of the biker fraternity. He’s met 
and ridden with members of the God Squad 
bikers from Stockport and purposely leaves the 
machine in places where people can read the 
scriptures on it and see the images of Jesus 
and different scenes from his life in the military. 
“The Holy Spirit has put it all together… He has 
allowed me to move in the purposes of God, 
guiding me in which scriptures to put on the 
bike. It’s been a journey from darkness to light 
through prayer and reflection and it’s still going 
on…’ 

He says of his work with Care after Com-
bat: “when I go into a prison cell I’m able to 
empathise, interact and offer guidance and 
help because I’ve been in the same situation as 
these ex-servicemen. I’m seeing prisoners with 
hope and pursuing with them a reintegration 
into society and focus on a more positive life – 
and in God’s grace if they so choose it.” 

Scripture: Isaiah 45 v 2 ….  
‘I will go before thee and make the crooked 

places straight: I will break in pieces the gates 
of bronze and cut through bars of iron.’ 

”The Preacher”
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Chopper is a ten-year-old Shih Tzu who is a mo-
torcyclist, a traveler, a children’s book author 

and a medical alert dog. He has traveled 
to 30 states via motorcycle, car or plane, 

and has been to many motorcycle 
races, including MotoGP in Indianapo-
lis and MotoAmerica in Sonoma. When 
he first started riding as a puppy he 
wore a helmet, Doggles and a harness 
or jacket, but repeated in-ride helmet 

removals made it less dangerous for him 
not to wear his helmet. He usually rides 

in an EGR USB tank bag made for dogs in 
front of me, which has a clip that fastens to 

his harness, but also rides his own motorcycle in 
the living room since he does not have a license. His favorite 
bike is my 1991 Honda Hawk GT NT650, but he has ridden on 
several different bikes. He loves riding fast with his ears flying 
and enjoys when children wave at him while riding.   Chop-
per loves to travel and has logged 80 or 90,000 airline miles, 
driven coast to coast in multiple directions and visited many 
states on a motorcycle. Some of his favorite non-riding vaca-
tions were to the Grand Canyon, the French Quarter in New 
Orleans, Plymouth Rock and Lake Tahoe. He also loves to go 
hot air ballooning, to eat peanut butter and to ride anything 
that moves, such as airport trains and the table at the vet’s 
office. He recently published his fourth book and uses riding 
as a way to connect with children when he visits schools and 
libraries, often arriving at author visits on a motorcycle.
Last year an injury and a genetic condition caused him to lose 
his right eye, but that hasn’t slowed him down much at all. He 
still loves riding, is an amazing medical alert dog and is won-
derful at helping children learn to love reading.
Chopper’s owner is Amanda Steedley
Enjoy more of Chopper at ivebeenlicked.com.  
Follow Chopper on choppersmc.com or @choppersmc

Loving the wind at the Grand Canyon 

Arriving at an elementary school 
visit in Alabama on a borrowed bike

CHOPPER

Join Amanda & Chopper along with hundreds of other dog-loving-
riding friends in the Facebook Group, Motorcycling with Fido.  The 
group is for sharing information regarding riding with pets.

RRRuff Riders
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SOUTHSIDE 
HARLEY-DAVIDSON 
BOASTS TWO ELECTRIC MOTORCYCLE 
EXPERTS’ RECENT ENDORSEMENTS
Virginia Beach, VA:  Southside Harley-Davidson of Virginia Beach 
is proud to announce the recent endorsement by the Harley-
Davidson Motor Company of two of its employees, making them 
local experts in Harley’s new all-electric motorcycle technology.  
Cory Hurd received recognition as a certified LiveWire techni-
cian and Bill Seabright completed the certification for LiveWire 
product expert.
“This is a brand new evolution for the motorcycle industry, and 
any day now will be here in Virginia Beach at Southside Harley-
Davidson.” said Seabright, a sales manager at the dealership.
LiveWire represents the future of Harley-Davidson, bringing 
high-performance electric propulsion, evocative design, and 
cellular connectivity to today’s rider. The first of a new portfolio 
of motorcycles that provides an all new two-wheel experience, 
LiveWire delivers thrilling acceleration, nimble agile handling, 
premium materials and finishes, and a full suite of electronic 

rider aids and interfaces for a completely connected experience. 
When asked his opinion of the new H-D LiveWire motorcycle, 
H-D Master Technician Cory Hurd stated, “This bike is an amaz-
ing blend of high-end components and technology. State of the 
art suspension and braking, on a bike with instant torque the 
moment you twist the throttle – I’ve never seen a Harley like it.”
Because Southside Harley-Davidson was ranked one of their 
top H-D dealerships last year, the Motor Company chose them 

among their 
select dealer-
ships to carry this 
revolutionary mo-
torcycle.  In fact, 
Southside Harley-
Davidson will be 
the only location 
in the Hampton 
Roads area to de-
but the new 2020 
H-D Livewire.  To 
complement the 
LiveWire, the 
dealership will 
also be featur-
ing Harley’s new 
all-electric kids 
balance bikes, 
the IRONe12 and 

IRONe16.
To meet the de-
mand of a chang-
ing marketplace, 
an Electric Vehicle 
Charging Station 
was installed at 
Southside Harley-
Davidson over the 
summer.  They 
are currently 
offering free 
charges for any 
electric vehicle 
who can use this 
station and a 
complemen-
tary behind-the-
scenes tour of the 
award-winning 
dealership while the customer’s vehicle is refueling.
With the official release date quickly approaching, pre-orders 
are currently be processed in advance of the motorcycle’s deliv-
ery.  Enthusiasts interested in pre-orders, or more information 
on the LiveWire are encouraged to contact Southside Harley-
Davidson at 757-499-8964.
Southside Harley-Davidson, 385 N. Witchduck Rd., has been a 
business in Virginia Beach and family-owned since 1990 and 
most recently received the 2018 Gold Circle of Excellence Award 
from the Harley-Davidson Motor Company.  Southside Harley-
Davidson had previously received a total of eight Bar & Shield 
Awards since 2005 including the Gold Circle of Excellence Award 
previously in 2009.

neSTLed in THe HearT OF THe 
aPPaLaCHian MOUnTainS 

in SOUTHWeSTern Virginia, 
iS THe inFaMOUS  rT. 16, 

BaCK OF THe dragOn
Its three mountains lead to 32 miles of knee-dragging excitement while boasting 
over 400 curves, switchbacks, slaloms, & S’s that are sure to challenge even the 
most skilled enthusiast.   The ride has numerous elevation changes of up to 3,500 
ft.  With breathtaking scenic views, approximately 60% of the road is in National 
Forest with several pull offs for photo opportunities.

Be a dragOn MaSTer!
Visit us at 592 Main St., Tazewell, VA 24651

Like us on Facebook @backofthedragon
Follow us on Instagram @backofthedragon

Contact us for information:  
info@backofthedragon.com
Call us at:   (833) 271-1324



RIDER-FRIENDLY DIRECTORY RIDER-FRIENDLY DIRECTORY
Welcome to our RIDER-FRIENDLY DIRECTORY

The following locations are the ONLY places that you can pick up your FREE copy of Virginia Rider Magazine! We’d like to say THANK YOU to these Rider-friendly 
businesses for their support of Virginia’s motorcycle communities! Don’t see a location near you?  Send us an email & let us know of some great places in your 

area that you’d like to pick up your free copy & we’ll try to make that happen!

RIDGE RIDER CABINS  3615 Terrys Mill Rd * Meadows of Dan * 24120 * (910) 619-9087 * ridgeridercabins.com                                          
The vision of the owner is to offer comfortable and affordable lodging for motorcyclists traveling through the majestic Blue Ridge Mountains and 
surrounding areas. The love of motorcycle exploring,   (especially off the beaten path ) coupled with a passion for meeting fellow riders, created the 
desire to build a quaint set of four “ low-occupancy” cabins on their property. The cabins are cozy, inviting and built for two. We know all too well that 
after a long day of riding, it’s nice to return to comfort.  You will have that here with amenities like air conditioning, private bath with endless hot water 
showers, mini fridge, coffee pot with coffee and a comfortable queen bed. Charge your phone and your body for the next day’s adventure in the wind.

Sleepy Fox Moonshine Distillery * (804) 525-0628 * 11670 Lakeridge Parkway Suite 3 * Ashland 23005 * sleepyfoxdistillery.com

SOUTHSIDE HARLEY-DAVIDSON                                                                                                                                                                          
385 N. Witchduck Rd * Virginia Beach * 23462 * (757) 499-8964 * southside-hd.com
Come on into Southside Hartley-Davidson, where dreams meet the pavement.  Do you like the classic style and sound of a Harley® Softail cruiser, the 
utility and comfort of a touring model like the Street Glide, or are you curious about the all-electric LiveWire®?  Regardless of what you are looking for, 
we have the right motorcycle for you.  Our Harley-Davidson motorcycle service, parts, and Motorclothes staff are here to help you.  Stop by and see us, 
we’d be happy to give you a tour and help you find the right bike for you.

Star City Powersports * (540) 366-8500 * 5120 Peters Creek Rd * Roanoke * 24019 * starcitypowersports.com

The Motorcycle Factory * (703) 583-9600 * 3820 Prince William Co Pkwy * Woodbridge 22192 * motorcyclefactoryinc.com

THE MOTORCYCLE GRAND TOUR OF VIRGINIA  (240) 258-5250 * vamotorcycletour.com    
A motorcyclist’s dream tour of the Commonwealth! The ride includes stops at 45 destinations and tourism attractions all across Virginia. The more 
places you visit, the more fun you’ll have as you collect points for special prizes.  The ride is opened to motorcyclists and passengers. Participants are 
not required to be Virginia residents. Participants must obtain an official Motorcycle Grand Tour of Virginia passport to participate. Discover all Virginia 
has to offer motorcyclists. Join the Motorcycle Grand Tour of Virginia and enjoy a season of new journeys along Virginia’s scenic byways and backroads.

THE PINK RIDE   (757) 339-3156 * thepinkride.org * thepinkridevb@gmail.com
Founded in 2009, The Pink Ride, Inc. brings together motorcyclists and others from our community to help local women battling breast cancer. 
The Pink Ride is a Virginia Beach based non-profit organization whose goal is to bring awareness to Breast Cancer and raise funds to help local 
women enduring the physical, mental, and financial burden of Breast Cancer.   The Pink Ride, with the help of our corporate sponsors and 
Hampton Roads locals, has raised over $350,000.

TIDEWATER MOTORCYCLES   (757) 255-4200 * 4324 Godwin Blvd * Suffolk * 23434 * tidewatermotorcycles.com
We’re equipped to handle all repairs on any motorcycle, both Foreign and American made. From minor maintenance to major repairs, our team 
of Certified Technicians will keep your motorcycle, off-road, or ATV Operational and Safe!  If you’re looking for an oil change, tune-up, tires, or a 
complete engine rebuild you can trust Tidewater Motorcycles to get the job done! If you do your own maintenance, we can get both the OEM and 
aftermarket parts you need & also offer a complete line of accessories to customize your ride. We offer the riding gear & safety equipment you 
need to ensure that you have a comfortable and safe ride in any season. 

TIM’S LAKE ANNA * (540) 894-5011 * 200 G Boardwalk Way * Mineral * 23117 * timslakeanna.com
Tim’s at Lake Anna is the latest expansion of the Tim’s Rivershore brand of family oriented waterfront restaurants. This new location 
features indoor and outdoor waterside dining, dock access for boaters, catering and event venue services, live entertainment and 
exquisite food and drink options.

Timbrook Honda of Winchester *  (540) 678-4727 * 2098 Berryville Pike * Winchester 22603 * timbrookhondaofwinchester.com

TOM MCGRATH’S MOTORCYCLE LAW GROUP 
Richmond, VA: 2606-2608 W Cary St * Richmond * 23220 * (804) 355-7505 * (800)-321-2968/  Newport News, VA: 763 J. Clyde Morris Blvd, 
Suite 1D, Newport News, VA 23601 * (757) 595-7505/  Cayce SC:  532 Knox Abbott Drive, Suite 7 * Cayce, SC 29033 * 803-926-7508 
Protecting Motorcyclists and their rights for over 30 years. With offices in Richmond, VA, Newport News, VA and Cayce, SC. The Motorcycle Law 
Group is The Firm that Rides®.  We are an experienced legal and technical team handling personal injury claims due to motorcycle accidents. 
We can help you receive the justice that you deserve.  Our attorneys have been standing up for the rights of motorcyclists for years, in and out 
of the courtroom, that’s because they all have a passion for motorcycling and motorcyclists.   When you are injured and choose Tom McGrath’s 
Motorcycle Law Group, you not only choose an experienced team of lawyers who care about your case, you choose a dedicated team of 
motorcyclists who care about you.

Valley Motorsports * (540) 433-0232 * 195 E Mosby Rd * Harrisonburg * 22801-2620 * valleykawasaki-suzukiinc.com

Village Motorsports * (540) 854-8800 * 23436 Constitution Hwy * Unionville * 22567 * villagemotorsportsva.com

WAYNE CYCLE SHOP 
540-943-1111 *183 East Side Hwy * Waynesboro, VA 22980 * www.waynecycle.com 
Welcome to Wayne Cycle Shop, where the variety of powersports products is second to none.  We are family-owned & operated, and 
conveniently located in Waynesboro, VA. Wayne Cycle Shop can provide you with the latest and best in Honda, Kawasaki, Suzuki and Yamaha 
powersports products to make your outdoor living more enjoyable. Plus, now we have more than ever to choose from- we’ve added the exciting 
lineup of Husqvarna products! From the most recent in ATV/UTV technology to the hottest new sport bikes and dirt bikes, we can help you 
find the recreational vehicle that’s made for you. Combine this wide array of selections with our friendly and knowledgeable staff, and we’re 
convinced Wayne Cycle Shop will become your only stop for all of your powersports needs.  Call or stop by; you’ll be glad you did.   

Wild Wolf Brewing * (434) 361-0088 * 2461 Rockfish Valley Hwy * Nellysford * 22958 * wildwolfbeer.com

Winchester Brew Works *  (540) 692-9242 * 320 N Cameron St * Winchester 22601 * winchesterbrewworks.com

Winchester’s Visitor’s Center * (540) 542-1326 * 1400 S Pleasant Valley Rd * Winchester * 22601 * visitwinchesterva.com

6 Bears and a Goat Brewery * (540) 356-9056 * 1140 International Pkwy * Fredericksburg * 22406 * 6bgbrewingco.com

ALL STAR LODGING * (540) 843-0606 * 803 E Main St * Luray * 22835 * www.allstarlodging.com
We offer almost 70 different Shenandoah Valley Cabin, Cottages and Vacation homes to choose from. Plenty of Country style entertainment, including fishing, 
hiking, biking, horseback riding, golf, canoeing, kayaking, tubing, antique shopping, wildlife observation, restaurants, summer swimming and winter skiing. 
Escape the hectic city life. Relax and enjoy each other’s company with beautiful views, and the peaceful surroundings that nature has to offer.

APPALACHIAN BACK ROADS  (276) 762-0011 * 3028 4th Ave * Market Square, PO Box 186 * Saint Paul, Virginia * appalachianbackroads.comCome ride 
one of the 14 paved routes in the Appalachian Mountains of Virginia.  Each route travels through small towns offering country stores and friendly downtowns.   
Scenic drives through mountains, rolling hills and valleys provide plenty of overlooks.  Our Appalachian Backroads website offers turn by turn directions, GPS 
coordinates and downloadable maps for your tank bag map holders.  Many folks are spending the night and riding a different route every morning.  You will 
find technical routes at Back of the Dragon, Woodbooger, Black Snake, and the Road Runner routes.  Go by breweries, wineries and one distillery as you explore 
the Heart Breaker, Cork Screw, and Scorpion.  Reach our highest climb at 4,500 feet.  Enjoy fantastic food on all the trails, and bike friendly events.  Whether 
you are on 2, 3, or 4 wheels, you will love driving along the curvy mountain roads and enjoying fantastic views. Get your free map and start planning today at 
appalachianbackroads.com.   276-762-0011 or info@appalachianbackroads.com

BACK OF THE DRAGON                                                                                                                                                                                    
(833) 271-1324 * 592 Main Street * Tazewell * 24651 * backofthedragon.com
Back of the Dragon is one of the ultimate driving experiences in the United States. This Road is 32 miles of winding excitement that will make you remember 
every confrontation along the journey. As an added bonus there is the enjoyment from the beauty that comes from the land of the  Appalachian Mountains.

BBQ Exchange * (540) 832-0227  * 102 Martinsburg Ave * Gordonsville * 22942 * bbqex.com

Montgomery County - Blacksburg/Christiansburg Visitor Center * (540) 394-4470 * 755 Roanoke Street * Christiansburg * 24073 * gotomontva.com

Bruster’s Ice Cream * (540) 801-0700 * 221 University Blvd * Harrisonburg * 22801 * brustersicecream.com

Coleman Powersports * (703) 497-1500 * 14105 Telegraph Rd * Woodbridge * 22192 * wherethepoweris.com

Crossroads Tabletop Tavern * (571) 364-8885 * 9412 Main St * Manassas * 20110 * ttoptav.com

Fredericksburg Motorsports * (540) 899-9100 * 430 Kings Hwy * Fredericksburg * 22405 * fmscycles.com

Fredericksburg Visitor Center * (540) 371-0802 * 1013 Lafayette Blvd * Fredericksburg * 22401 
* cityseeker.com/fredericksburg-va/954599-fredericksburg-battlefield-visitor-center

Griffin Tavern * (540) 675-3227 * 659 Zachary Taylor Hwy * Flint Hill * 22627 * griffintavern.com

HAMPTON ROADS HARLEY-DAVIDSON                                                                                                                                                    
6450 George Washington Memorial Hwy * Yorktown * 23692 * (757) 872-7223 * hrhd.com 
Stop on by Hampton Roads Harley-Davidson® in Yorktown, Virginia and get yourself on your dream ride and be ready to cruise in style! Whether it’s a 
Harley-Davidson Dyna®, Sportster®, V-Rod®, Softail®, Touring, custom or even a Trike, we can help make your H-D® dream come true. We also have a great 
variety of Used Motorcycles For Sale as well. Our H-D® Service Department and Harley Parts Department are here to serve you.  We service all makes and 
models of motorcycles.  Stop by, we’d love to see you! 

Indian Motorcycle of Fredericksburg * (540) 642-4017 * 10151 Southpoint Pkwy * Fredericksburg * 22407

Lefties Main Street Grill * (540) 552-7000 * 1410 S Main St * Blacksburg * 24060 * leftysgrille.com

LYNCHBURG HARLEY-DAVIDSON                                                                                                                                                                   
 (434) 237-2381 * 20452 Timberlake Rd * Lynchburg * 24502 * hdoflynchburg.com
At Harley-Davidson of Lynchburg we come to work every day to help you fulfill your dream of personal freedom. Our motto is “It’s time to ride”.  Come 
see why Harley-Davidson awarded us the Prestigious Silver Bar & Shield Award...Again. Our service is the difference. We appreciate your business.

MANASSAS KAWASAKI HONDA SUZUKI *9105 Mathis Ave * Manassas * 20110 * (703) 361-2233 * manassashonda.com                                                       
Some Cornerstones on which we are built: We will love people and use things rather than love things and use people. We will abide by the scripture, “Honest 
scales and balances are from the Lord; all the weights in the bag are of his making.” Proverbs 16:1.     Manassas Honda Kawasaki Suzuki has been 
an authorized sales and service center for motorcycles, ATVs, and power equipment from Honda, Kawasaki, and Suzuki. We are a proud family-
owned and operated business since 1982. We can provide you with the latest and best in powersports products to make your outdoor living more 
enjoyable. From the most recent in ATV technology to the hottest new motorcycles, we can help you find the recreational vehicle that’s made 
for you. Combine this wide array of selections with our friendly and knowledgeable staff, and we’re convinced that we’ll become your only stop for all of your 
powersports needs. Stop by today or contact us for more information!

Martinsville – Henry Co Visitor’s Center *  (888) 722-3498 * 191 Fayette St * Martinsville * 24112

Nelson County Visitor’s Center *(434) 263-7015 * 8519 Thomas Nelson Hwy * Lovingston * 22949 * nelsoncounty-va.gov/departments/tourism/

Oneill’s Grill * (540) 574-4267 * 221 University Blvd * Harrisonburg * 22801 * oneillsgrill.com

PETE’S CUSTOM CYCLES   2519 S Military Hwy #A * Chesapeake * 23320 * (757) 696-8300 * xtreme-biker.com
Aftermarket parts & sales, Customizing Bikes, Repairs & Maintenance, Auction- Licensed Dealer.   Founding Date 09/27/2016.  Products:  
Aftermarket Parts for Harley Davidson, Victory, and Indian motorcycles. 

PRECISION MOTORCYCLES  129 Southgate Ave * Virginia Beach * 23462 * (757) 248-8004 * precisionmotorcycle.com                                       
We think you want to know the person who is working on your bike. Our goal is to meet your wants and needs. We love this sport just as much as 
you.  Motorcycle Parts & Service - All Brands! All Sports! est. 2005

& Auto LLC
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M a K i n g T r a X
SIDE-BY-SIDE                                                                                          

If you put your finger on the pulse of the powersports 
industry, you’ll find the strongest beat coming from the 
“side-by-side” market.  Side-by-side’s are HOT right now & 

they’re the fastest growing segment of powersports! As they 
gained popularity among recreational users, the sales of ‘sport 
ATVs’ (typically used for racing) has noticed a sharp decline, 
with only a couple models even in production anymore. Some 
manufacturers, like Honda and Suzuki, have stopped making 
sport ATVs altogether. However, after consumers experienced 
affordable off-road vehicles with ATVs, it prepared them for the 
popularity of the 
emerging side-by-
side market. 
The evolution of 
the side-by-sides 
began in the 
post-war 1940’s 
with the intro-
duction of the 
Jeep to modern 
farms. Dune bug-
gies were made 
popular in the 1950s.  The 1960s saw some really unusual 
vehicles; some amphibious, some with six or eight wheels, 
and some with tank tracks!  To provide the ever-expanding 
market, in 1976 Honda released a two-stroke two-wheel-drive 
dune buggy called the Odyssey (nothing like the current Honda 
Odyssey minivan!). They made some serious revisions in 1989-
1990 with the Pilot (again, nothing like the current Honda Pilot 
SUV!), which had some serious innovations, including a full 
roll cage, electric start, reverse, and A-arm suspension, but the 
$6,000 price was too steep and consumers just weren’t ready 
for a vehicle that was ultimately the blueprint for which many 

Side-by-sides are now based. Honda was clearly too early for 
the party!
While Honda was creating the precursor to modern sport side-
by-sides, the Polaris RZR, Kawasaki introduced the MULE (Multi-
Use Light Equipment) in 1988, which was quite popular with 
farming and commercial users. Even John Deere and Polaris 
got into the utility vehicle market with their Gator and Ranger, 
respectively. But consumers were really given something worth 
investing in, other than ATVs, when Yamaha released their 
versatile Rhino In 2004. It was equal parts sport and utility. Con-
sumers loved it because they could haul bags of mulch or logs 
across their property, then turn around and hit the kind of trails 
an ATV could handle while seating two! The Rhino was so popu-
lar, in fact, that in 2004 commercial purchases of side-by-sides 

were exceeded 
by consumer 
purchases for the 
first time. The 
Rhino is no longer 
in production, 
but the modern 
equivalent to it is 
the Viking. 
In 2006 Polaris 
introduced the 
RZR and went 

a whole new direction, making a purely performance vehicle. 
Nothing utilitarian about the RZR! Since it was only 50” wide 
it could handle off-road trails meant for ATVs and it had the 
race inspired look and speed that really drew interest away 
from the sport ATV market. The RZR has really evolved over the 
years, picking up on the innovations where Honda left off with 
the short-lived Pilot. I have to admit, I don’t know a great deal 
about Polaris vehicles, but I know they have really pushed the 
envelope with the RZR and made some serious upgrades, forc-
ing their competitors to keep up.  Can-Am challenged Polaris af-
ter years of research with the X3, available with a turbocharged 

900cc engine. Yamaha made an impact with their YXZ1000R, 
sporting an industry-first manual transmission, which meant less 
maintenance and more horsepower for the driver. 
This year, Honda got back in the performance side-by-side busi-
ness, branching beyond their sport/utility Pioneer line. The Talon 
is something the performance side-by-side was eagerly awaiting. 
Because of the DCT transmission it can ride in fully automatic 
mode or switch to manual mode and paddle shift. For 2020, the 
Talon is also available in a 4-person configuration, the 1000X-4, 
which means a family of four can have their own private “off-the-
rails” roller coaster! 
All of us Kawasaki dealers are eagerly awaiting their new per-
formance side-by-side. We don’t even know its model name or 
model designation yet. What I do know is that this 999cc two 
seat machine will certainly be a contender at under $20K, and 
will no doubt be available in lime green! More about this in my 
December article!
The utility side of side-by-sides has been strong for many years 
with several manufacturers vying for a market share of property 
owners, farmers, and businesses like vineyards, nurseries and 
construction companies. The Mule line from Kawasaki has several 
different models and all come with an industry leading three year 
warranty. One of our best selling vehicles out of the five brands 

With Jennifer Traxler

we carry here at Wayne Cycle Shop is the Mule SX (previously 
known as the 610), a compact 401cc air-cooled machine that 
is a 4x4 with differential lock and a steel dump bed. We literally 
have a hard time keeping them in stock! 
If you don’t have your own property to ride on, the same proper-
ty use rules apply, just as metal detecting or ATVing.  Just get the 
written permission of the landowner, and respect their requests 
and have fun! There are many private and public off-road trails 
around Virginia and I encourage you to visit them! Just call ahead 
to verify which trails are suitable for whatever dimensions your 
side-by-side is. Some trails are only usable by 48” wide ATVs. If 
I had to guess the best place to visit in Virginia, I would say the 
Spearhead Trails in Southwest Virginia, as they are a world-class 
riding destination. They have even have trail riding events and 
organizations of ATV and side-by-side owners. 
So as you can see, side-by-sides are more popular than ever, 
with exciting new models and tried and true standbys available 
at most motorcycle dealers. More and more places to ride are 
popping up, to keep up with demand. It’s a wonderful way to 
get back to nature, whether it’s for wildlife photography, farm-
ing, outdoor sports, or just tearing up some trails with your 
friends and family. Side-by-sides are a welcome addition to 
powersports! 

1988 Kawasaki MULE 2004 Yamaha Rhino 2019 Yamaha Viking (photo by Jennifer Traxler)

2019 Honda Talon 1000X & 2017 Yamaha YXZ1000R SS (photo by Jennifer Traxler)

2006 Polaris RZR 1990 Honda Pilot



WHAT IS YOUR BIKE WORTH? PROBABLY LESS THAN YOU THINK
We motorcyclists are a different breed.  For most of us, our 

motorcycles are more than a mode of transportation; they are literally 
an extension of us.  Over time we modify and customize our bikes to 
make them unique.  When a negligent driver damages or destroys our 
bike they have not just damaged or destroyed a vehicle, they have 
damaged or destroyed part of us.  Our bikes can have value to us that 
are beyond market forces.  That value can come from the rides we 
have taken on them, how long they have been in the family, or any 
number of things.

How much will insurance pay if your motorcycle is totaled?                                                                                 
However, to an insurance company, a defendant or a court, your 

motorcycle is only worth what the market says it is worth.  If your 
motorcycle is totaled, the insurance company is required to pay 
you only the fair market value of your bike, regardless of how 
much you owe on it or how much you think it is worth.

Fair market value is the amount that the motorcycle would sell for on 
the open market.  This should not be confused with what you would ask 
for if you were to sell it.  It should also not be confused with what you 
owe on it or what you have invested in it.  These things are unimportant 
and often irrelevant in determining what your bike is worth.

The insurance companies will often look to the NADA guide to 
gauge the value of your motorcycle.  They will also look to see what 
similar motorcycles are selling for in your geographic area.  I often get 
complaints that the insurance company is not taking into consideration 
aftermarket items such as additional chrome in computing the value of 
a client’s motorcycle.  While extras and modifications can increase the 
value of a motorcycle, the fair market value is not computed by taking 
what you paid for the bike and adding up all that you have invested in it.

How to determine the insurance value of your motorcycle
If you add $2,000 worth of chrome to your bike that does not 

necessarily mean the bike is worth $2,000 more than before you added 
it.  The question is how much will it cost a buyer to go out and purchase 
another bike like it.  The answer to that question is usually less than the 
owner thinks.  Try going on Craigslist or eBay and seeing how much 
bikes like yours are selling for.  That is why I tell clients that if you want 
to put chrome on your motorcycle, do it because you like chrome, not 
because you want to add value to your bike.

So what can you do to protect your bike?  First and foremost, if 
you are financing your motorcycle consider gap insurance.  Gap 
insurance pays the difference of what the motorcycle is worth, 
and what you owe.  It keeps you from being “upside down” on your 
loan if your bike is totaled.  By way of example, let’s say that you buy a 
bike for $15,000.  Two years down the road you owe $13,500 but the 
fair market value is now $11,000.  If you are in an accident and your 
bike is totaled, the insurance company is going to pay you $11,000.  
That takes care of the defendant’s obligations with regard to your bike.  
You will still owe $2,500 on a motorcycle that you do not own.  Trust 

me; those are painful payments to make.  However, if you bought gap 
insurance it would make up that $2,500 difference so that you would not 
owe further on the bike.

You can also insure your motorcycle for a certain amount, often 
called scheduled or stated value.  If you do that and your bike is 
totaled, the insurance company will pay that pre-set amount.  Take that 
$15,000 bike that you bought in the previous scenario.  You schedule 
the bike at $15,000.  The same two years go by and it is worth $11,000.  
If you are in an accident and your bike is totaled the insurance company 
will pay you $15,000.  If you do not want to pay for a scheduled or 
stated value, many policies will offer specific protection for accessories, 
which guarantees that you will receive value for your accessories.  It 
does not protect you from the natural depreciation in value that all bikes 
experience over time.  If you do purchase coverage for accessories, 
make sure to save the receipts for any accessories that you purchase.

The bottom line 
is that the vast 
majority of us 
are riding with 
what is called 
an “actual cash 
value” policy 
(ACV).  If our 
motorcycle is 
totaled we will 
get the actual 
cash value of 
that motorcycle.  
If you, as many 

of us do, see your motorcycle as something that you have a personal 
investment in and you want to protect that investment, then you need to 
make sure that you purchase more than just an ACV policy.  Otherwise, 
your investment is at mercy of the free market, and the free market will 
almost always determine that your motorcycle is worth less than what 
you think it is.

You can request a free insurance policy review by calling 
Tom McGrath’s Motorcycle Law Group at1-800-321-8968 or visit 
motorcyclelawgroup.com/free-motorcycle-insurance-policy-review/. 



RIDGE RIDER CABINS
COMFORT CABINS ON THE BLUE RIDGE PARKWAY 

FOR MOTORCYCLISTS
3615 Terry’s Mill Road, Meadows of Dan, VA 24120 w 910. 619.9087 w ridgeridercabins@gmail.com

Amenities And Extras:
QUEEN SIZE BED W/LINENS

BATHROOM WITH ENDLESS HOT-WATER SHOWER
SINK

MINI-FRIDGE
COFFEE POT W/ COFFEE

MOUNTAIN SPRING-FED WATER
SEATING NEXT TO NEAR-BY CREEK

A/C & CEILING FANS
CONCRETE PAD FOR MOTORCYCLES PARKING
PRIVATE FRONT PORCH W/ SEATING
FIRE PIT AND BENCHES
HORSESHOE AREA
GAS & FOOD WITHIN 7 MILES
SNACKS & DRINKS FOR SALE IN LOUNGE

w
w
w
w
w
w
w

BIG WALKER LOOKOUT * GRAYSON HIGHLANDS STATE PARK * CHATEAU MORRISETTE * BUFFALO MOUNTAIN ZIPLINES
MAYBRY MILL * NANCY’S CANDY CO. * BLUE RIDGE MUSIC CENTER * THE TOWN OF HILLSVILLE

Make your reservation now at: 
www.ridgeridercabins.com




