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The Motorcycle Grand Tour of Virginia 
provides a statewide, six-month promotion of Virginia’s 
attractions and great motorcycle riding destinations. Stops 
include parks, local restaurants, state and national histori-
cal sites, festivals, shops unique to the area and motorcycle 
dealerships. 

The registration fee is $30 per person and you can register 
on the Tour website: www.vamotorcycletour.com. If you 
have a passenger that usually rides with you, they can also 
register for the Tour and earn their own points towards cash 
and prizes. 

Each Participant will receive a motorcycle passport (which 
lists all sponsors, their point values, locations, phone and 
hours of operation), a Grand Tour memento and a PDF 
Brochure (available at www.vamotorcycletour.com) that 
gives you more information on each county our sponsors 

are located, along with festivals, concerts and special events 
you may be interested in. Each rider at his/her own pace, 
over a six month period, will visit each participating destina-
tions and get his passport stamped. Excitement and “buzz” 
with riders and sponsors will be maintained using electronic 
media such as Facebook, e-mail and our website. 

Each stamp will be worth a specified number of sponsor 
points, with prizes and cash to be awarded at the End of Tour 
to be held on November 2nd, venue TBD. 

This year we have more cash prizes than ever before and that 
is due to Asset Protection Group (www.apgroupinc.com). 
APG has been a valued supporter of the Grand Tour for the 
past 2 years and with this year’s donation we are able to add a 
$250 - $150 & $100 cash prize to Tom McGrath’s Motorcycle 
Law Group’s $1,000 Grand Prize. See participant guidelines on 
the website to see how you qualify for these prizes.

We are proud to announce that for the 6th Annual Grand Tour, 
Rider Insurance has signed on to be our Title Sponsor, so this year 

the Tour is officially named:

Rider Insurance’s 
MOTORCYCLE GRAND TOUR OF VIRGINIA

MOTORCYCLE GRAND TOUR OF VIRGINIA
rider insurance’s

APRIL 13, 2019 to 
OCTOBER 13, 2019

S P O n S O r e d  B Y



Hey everyone, Welcome to Virginia Rider Magazine!  
Wow, it’s so good to have you here with us as we 

kick off the riding season with the launch of our Pre-
miere issue of Virginia Rider!  This has been such an 
incredible journey creating this publication designed 
for Virginia’s motorcyclists.  My staff & I have worked 
together on other projects for nearly 15 years & I have 
to say that Virginia Rider really makes us want to jump 
out of bed each morning to get to work on the next 
issue coming out! 

This Premiere issue is a prelude to our regular 
monthly issues which will be coming out the first week 
of April & every month thereafter.  Virginia Rider will 
be bringing you rider-friendly businesses, events, great 
places to ride, pictures of riding friends, staying healthy 
on the road & so much more!  On our pages you’ll find 
all types of vehicles on 2, 3 & 4 wheels – if you can ride 
it, we’ll most likely be covering it at some point!  From 
Baggers to 4 Wheelers (which may include coolers on 
wheels!), we’ll have it all!

A million THANKS to all of our advertisers who are 
giving their faithful support which helps us bring Vir-
ginia Rider to you each month. We certainly wouldn’t 
be here without them.  We encourage you to support 
their business, donate to their cause or just stop in to 
say THANKS for carrying Virginia Rider Magazine so you 
can pick up your free copy!   

Also a warm huge THANKS to my staff!  Thanks for 
putting up with me over these past few months as we 
tweaked & worked long crazy hours to bring Virginia 
Rider into reality. It’s here guys & I couldn’t have done 
it without you!!! THANK YOU SO MUCH - I LOVE YOU 
GUYS!

We’ve got quite an exciting season ahead friends so 
let’s get started!  We’ll look forward to hearing from 
you & we can’t wait to meet you out on the road some-
time this year!  Safe travels to all.

Let the adventures begin! …… 

  Kelly

from the editor’s desk

www.precisionmotorcycle.com

24 HOUR TOWING

727-248-8004
129 SOUTHgaTe aVe.

Virginia BeaCH, Va 23462

FULL SERVICE SHOP

aUTHOriZed eXTended WarranTY CenTer
Virginia STaTe inSPeCTiOn STaTiOn

CERTIFIED DYNO TUNING | ALL MAKES, ALL TUNERS

MILITARY DISCOUNT

IN THIS ISSUE
Founded in 2009, THE PINK RIDE brings 
together motorcyclists from the community 
to help local women battling breast cancer.

We visit with STOUT, a French Bulldog who 
loves to ride!  He’s dressed for the part, and 
doesn’t he rock those shades, too!

It’s RIDING SEASON, and you’ll want to keep 
up with every rally, show and ride happen-
ing. We’ll list the latest here and on the 
website to keep your wheels turning.

We’ve got two features on CAN AM products, 
one on the sleek new RYKER models, and the 
other on the OUTLANDER XT and DEFENDER XT 
UTV,  both of which are updated for 2019.

Marc Ritchie and Rose Grant are back with 
GREAT PLACES TO RIDE. In this issue, they’re 
headed down the Blue Ridge Parkway for some 
spectacular views, accompanied by Marc’s always 
colorful commentary and Rose’s great shots.

In SHOTZ, our monthly pictorial, we’ll feature 
your pics of rides, bikes, friends and anything 
else relating to bikes that you’d like to share with 
us.  Send ‘em in!

The AMA is letting you in on 33 SECRETS TO 
TOURING. There may be more, but these will cer-
tainly keep you safe and comfortable on the road.

SHOTZ

The LIGHTHOUSE will offer spiritual guidance each 
month.  In this issue, Steve Archer talks about 
bringing light into the lives of others.

Harley’s got a “stripped down” version of the 
venerable ELECTRA GLIDE, called the STANDARD. 
We’ll take a look at the features. Maybe it’s not so 
stripped down after all!

ON OUR COVER: We are thrilled to welcome aboard “The Motorcycle Grand Tour of Virginia”, 
presented by Rider Insurance! Sign up for your passport to start earning points towards the $7000 in 
cash & prizes, as you visit the tour’s sponsor locations throughout Virginia. Registration is now open! 
Virginia Rider is giving away (2) $50 VISA gift cards to help out with gas or travel expenses for the tour 
or whatever! Register between now & March 31st to be automatically entered. Winners will be selected 
April 1st at 12 noon. Let the adventures begin!  Sign up today - http://www.vamotorcycletour.com

Kelly Collins - Owner/Editor
Virginia Rider Magazine
1385 Fordham Dr., Ste 105-270, Virginia Beach, VA 23464
(757) 822-4700  virginiaridermagazine@yahoo.com 
@virginiaridermagazine - on Instagram & Facebook
www.virginiarider.com

Layout & Design
Gene Darnall

genedarnall@gmail.com



Mar 23rd   24th Annual Hampton Roads Harley-Davidson Blood Drive                                                                                   
Come out and donate to help people in need. 6450 George Washington Memorial Hwy, Yorktown, VA 23692. For more details 
go to: https://www.hamptonroadshd.com/

Mar 29th  Bike Night @ Hampton Roads Harley-Davidson                                                                                                                       
Fri. 3/29, 5pm to 9pm. Live Music, Food Drinks & Bikes. 6450 George Washington Memorial Hwy., Yorktown, VA 23692, (757) 
872-7223, HRHD.com. https://www.hamptonroadshd.com

Apr 11th   Damon & Company Blessing of the BikesCome & Bless this riding season with the Good News Christian Association. 
Kicks off at 1pm. $5 donation. Proceeds benefit the American Red Cross. Listen to the sweet sounds of Laskin Road on the 
outside stage. 138 Tattoo, Hampton Roads Harley-Davidson & More! 7104 George Washington Memorial Hwy, Gloucester, VA 
23061. www.myspace.com.damonsbar. Check us out on Facebook too.

Apr 13th to Oct 13th  The Motorcycle Grand Tour of Virginia BEGINS – Virginia Statewide                                                                                             
The Motorcycle Grand Tour of Virginia provides a statewide, six-month promotion of Virginia’s attractions and great 
motorcycle riding destinations. Stops include parks, local restaurants, state and national historical sites, festivals, shops unique 
to the area and motorcycle dealerships. The registration fee is $30 per person and you can register on the Tour website. If you 
have a passenger that usually rides with you, they can also register for the Tour and earn their own points towards cash and 
prizes. Each Participant will receive a motorcycle passport (which lists all sponsors, their point values, locations, phone and 
hours of operation), a Grand Tour memento and a PDF Brochure (available on the website) that gives you more information 
on each county our sponsors are located, along with festivals, concerts and special events you may be interested in. Each 
rider at his/her own pace, over a six month period, will visit each participating destination and get his passport stamped. 
Excitement and “buzz” with riders and sponsors will be maintained using electronic media such as Facebook, e-mail and our 
website.  Each stamp will be worth a specified number of sponsor points prizes and cash to be awarded at the End of Tour 
Party to be held on November 2nd, venue TBD. This year we have more prizes & cash prizes than ever before with a Grand 
Prize of $1000.00! See participant guidelines on the website to see how you qualify for these prizes. Vamotorcycletour.com

Apr 13th   VFW Riders “Four Seasons Spring Poker Run”                                                                                                
VFW Post 3160, 111 A View Ave, Norfolk, VA.  Start at VFW Post 3160, Oceanview Norfolk. #2 Mel’s Place – card & beverage 
stop. #3 VFW Post 4411, Franklin – card & beverage stop.  #4 VFW 8545, Smithfield – card, beverage & food stop. #5 VFW 
3160 Final stop. $15 per Rider/ $5 Passenger.  $6 Breakfast 8am to 10am. 9am to 10:30am Registration. 9:30am 1st Bike out. 
10:30am Last bike out. Rain or Shine. Prizes for Best Hand, Worst Hand, Biggest Group, Oldest & Youngest Rider.  Door prizes. 
Auction. Raffles. 50/50. Contact VFWRidersofVirginia@gmail.com with questions. All proceeds go to 2019 Howard E Vander 
Clute Jr Memorial Ride Fund.  100% of proceeds benefit Veterans & their families.

Apr 13th   Navy Seal Tribute Ride                                                                                                                                         
We invite ALL who wish to Support our Military to participate in this annual event. It’s all about SUPPORT for those who 
keep America Free and Safe. The ride leaves 615 Bar/Grill Virginia Beach at 10:30 am and ends on the Outer Banks of North 
Carolina, with a police escort in North Carolina. Individuals, Clubs, and organizations are WELCOME. One hundred per cent of 
funds raised go to the Navy SEAL Museum/Trident House, a home for families of service personnel killed in service.  For more 
info go to:  https://navysealtributeride.com/

Apr 21st     EASTER

April 22nd    EARTH DAY

May 5      CINCO DE MAYO

May 12 MOTHER’S DAYMay 18 ARMED FORCES DAYMay 25th  First Annual Hampton Roads Vet Fest  Sponsored by END 22, 
HRBE & Bayside Harley-Davidson. In Honor of the 22 Vets and 1 Active Duty member that we lose EACH DAY to Suicide. For 
full details go to:  https://www.helpend22.org/events/hampton-roads-vet-fest

May 27     MEMORIAL DAY

Jun 1st                                                                                                                                                                                       
Fourth Annual Ride to Fight Suicide                                                                                                                                           
Hosted at Blue Ridge Powersports, Harrisonburg, VA. Registration 8:30am. Bikes out at 9:30am.  $15 Bike entry fee. $5 
Passenger. Raffle * Silent Auction * 50/50 * Food * Drink. Live Music 11am to 3pm. Featuring Thieves of Burden & Core. All 
proceeds benefit American Foundation for Suicide Prevention, Mission 22. For more information call 540-849-6209. 

Jun 5th   8th Annual The Pink Ride Golf Tournament                                                                                                                                         
NAS Oceana - Aeropines Golf Course, 1001 G Ave, Bldg 581, Virginia Beach, VA 23460. Registration & Lunch from 11:30 a.m. 
- 1:00 p.m. Shot Gun Start at 1:00 p.m. $600 per 4 player Team. Each golfer will receive a day of golf, cart, lunch, beer, dinner, 
and a goodie bag.  Dinner and Award Presentation at NAS Oceana - Aeropines Golf Course after the Tournament. Presenting 
Sponsors: Ocean Construction Services, SSi, RKAUTO.COM. For Info and Registrations, Contact:  Buddy Cummings (757) 339-
3156 or Email us at:  thepinkridevb@gmail.com. NET PROCEEDS BENEFIT LOCAL INDIVIDUALS FIGHTING BREAST CANCER!   
Full details go to: thepinkride.org/events

Jun 6th – 8th    3rd Annual South Central Bike Fest                                                                                                                    
A charity event to benefit local cancer patients. The Barksdale Cancer Foundation & Mecklenburg County Cancer Foundation. 
Great Food. Live Music. Poker Run. Historic Ride. Bike Show. Cruise In. DJ. Bike Rodeo. Camping available. Vendors & Sponsors 
wanted. @SouthCentralBikeFest. Lee Brankley, (434) 210-1503. www.southcentralbikefest.com  Chase City, VA

June 14   FLAG DAY

June 16   FATHER’S DAY

Jun 22nd Free 3D Mammograms                                                                                                                                                                        
The Pink Ride in partnership with Chesapeake Regional Health Care Breast Center is offering 3D Mammograms to anyone 40 
years of age or older who is not covered by insurance & has not had a mammogram within the last 12 months.  There are 
25 screening appointments available on each of the following dates: June the 22nd  9am-5pm Big Woody’s 1479 General 
Booth Blvd, Virginia Beach, VA 23454;  October the 29th & 30th at 9am-5pm RK Auto 2661 Virginia Beach Blvd, Virginia 
Beach, VA 23452.  Walk-ins are welcome, but spots fill up quickly. We recommend that you preregister today.  http://www.
chesapeakemammo.com/ . Registration Questions Please Contact: Buddy Cummings 757-339-3156, Lisa Carroll 757-312-4055. 
Don’t Delay - Get Them Checked Today!

July 4    INDEPENDENCE DAY

Aug 16th & 17th 7th Annual Battlefield Bash Poker Run                                                                                                                                     
$1000 Best Hand. $250 Worst Hand. Presented by CVMA 27-3. Ed Allen’s Campground. 13501 Campground Rd., Lanexa, VA 
23089. Live Music, Poker Run, Beer Truck, Vendors. Pre-registration tickets on sale. www.combatvet27-3.org 

September 2    LABOR DAY

Sept 8th 3rd Annual Red Knights 9/11 Ride                                                                                                                                            
Join the Red Knights Chapter 8 for 80+ scenic miles while remembering those we lost on 9/11.  Registration starts at 7:30am 
at Prince George FD Company 1, located at 6500 Courthouse Road, Prince George, VA 23875.  Blessing of the Bikes & 
Safety Brief prior to. Kick Stands up at 9:11am. Ends at Namozine VFD. Registration before the event is encouraged at www.
redknightsva8.com. Driver is $20. Passenger $10 prior to 9/1/19.  After that date or on-site $25 Driver & $15 Passenger. Part 
of the proceeds will be going to help those in our community.  See our website for more information & to register.

September 11   PATRIOT DAY – 9/11 Memorial

October 14           COLUMBUS DAY

October 31          HALLOWEEN

November 3        DAYLIGHT SAVING ENDS

November 11     VETERAN’S DAY

November 28     THANKSGIVING

December 25      CHRISTMAS

December 31      NEW YEAR’S EVE

EVENTS EVENTS



In an apparent move to capture the elusive “youth” market, BRP has made the Ryker as friendly and unintimidating as possible. It 
features a constant-velocity transmission for those more at home with slushboxes than crashboxes (yes, we know, manuals aren’t 
technically crashboxes anymore. Just go with it), easily adjustable handlebars and foot pegs, Can-Am’s stable Y-architecture, and a 
Vehicle Stability System to keep the rubber side down. Power comes from Rotax mills—a 600cc twin or a 900cc triple—and it’s trans-
mitted to the rear wheel by a sturdy shaft drive.

The most important thing Can-Am wants you to know about the new Ryker is that it’s extremely modular. Apparently there are over 
75,000 different ways the new vehicle can be customized with the new line of Ryker accessories. All accessories are designed to be 
swapped out easily by people with the meanest mechanical skills, and the line includes both cosmetic and functional bits—form and 
function!

Along with all that, there’s a Ryker Rally Edition for those riders who want a little more adventure in their lives than a quick jaunt 
down to the store can offer. The Rally is loaded with features to increase performance and survivability off-road, and comes with a 
special Rally Mode that allows riders to really hang the tail out on dirt and gravel. 

So, will it work? Will the Ryker attract The Youths with its flashy colors and friendly accessibility? It remains to be seen, but hey, it’s 
big brother Spyder is pretty popular so why wouldn’t the Ryker be just as popular. Make it so, Number One. Make it so.

This young lady is ready to ride!  Donald Parsons, of Portsmouth, says that his daughter, Danielle (she’s 10 now), loves 
to ride. She loves helping to clean the bike when it comes out & she always has her helmet ready to go!  Donald’s wife, 
Carolina, & his brother-in-law Jeff, all ride too!  You know the old saying, “The family that plays together, stays together”.   

Family Riders



By Natalina Sents, www.agriculture.com

 Can-Am has updated both its Outlander XT ATV and Defend-
er XT UTV for the 2019 model year. Both vehicles have been 
designed to help farmers and ranchers transport the tools 
and cargo they need to be more efficient around their opera-
tions.

OUTLANDER XT ATV

Most notably, the 2019 Outlander XT has a brand-new sus-
pension that boasts better handling, improved stability, and 
more comfort.
“The suspension and handling is completely different,” says 
Andrew Howard, media relations for Can-Am. “You’ve got 
different sway bars and the arched A-arms of the machine 
are a little bit wider, then on the back you’ve got indepen-
dent suspension.”
The newest Outlander XT also has increased towing capac-
ity of 1,650 pounds. Other restyled features include a re-
designed front grille, more wheel packages, and new mud-
guards. Aluminum corners on the bumper of the machine 
have also been upgraded. “In the past it used to have some 
plastic edges to it, so this is all new,” explains Howard. How-
ard points out that Can-Am did not change how accessories 
attach to the vehicle, so older accessories may still work with 
a new vehicle if a customer chooses to upgrade.
New color options are available for the 2019 Outlander XT 
as well. Black and Can-Am Red or Intense Red are available 
for the 650, 850, and 1000R. The 650 and 850 can also be 
ordered in Mossy Oak Break-Up Country Camo.

OTHER SPECIFICATIONS
The Outlander XT has a wheelbase of 51 inches and a ground 
clearance of 11 inches. The seat is 34.5 inches high.
In addition to the towing capacity, this ATV has onboard stor-
age to carry small tools and other accessories. The rear cubby 
offers 5.7 gallons of storage. The front rack has a capacity of 
100 pounds, while the rear rack can handle 200 pounds.
Fuel capacity of the 2019 Outlander XT is 5.4 gallons.
For additional protection, the Outlander XT is outfitted with 
handlebar wind deflectors and mudguards.
A 3,000-pound WARN winch with a roller fairlead comes 
standard on the front of the vehicle.

ENGINES
The Outlander XT ATV is available in three sizes.
The 650 model is the smallest Outlander Can-Am offers. It is 
equipped with a liquid cooled, 62-hp. Rotax 649.6-cc V-twin 
engine. It also has electronic fuel injection. The next size up 
is the 850 model. This ATV has a bigger, 78-hp. engine with 
854-cc displacement.
The Rotax 976-cc V-twin engine in the 1000R offers 91 hp.

MORE AFFORDABLE
Both the 650 and 850 models will be priced lower for the new 
model year compared with 2018, without sacrificing perfor-
mance. Customers can expect to pay $8,399 and $8,999 re-
spectively.
The Outlander comes with a six-month limited warranty. An 
extended 36-month B.E.S.T. coverage plan is available.

DEFENDER XT UTV

The 2019 Defender XT side-by-side also has increased capa-
bilities designed to make it more useful around the farm and 
ranch.
Towing capacity has increased by 500 pounds to 2,500 
pounds. The vehicle is equipped with a 2-inch hitch receiver. 
A new silver color option is also available.

CAN-AM ANNOUNCES 
UPDATES FOR 2019 
OUTLANDER AND 
DEFENDER MODELS

WORK CAPACITY
This 1,560-pound vehicle has an 83-inch wheelbase that offers 
11 inches of ground clearance. A driver and two passengers 
can safely ride in the Defender XT.
The manual dump cargo box has a capacity of 1,000 pounds. 
The truck-style tailgate can support up to 250 pounds. Four 
tie-down points in the bed make it easier to secure loads. Slots 
in the bed accept 2×4 dividers to help organize the space. Four 
cutouts in the back of the bed are designed to prevent 5-gal-
lon buckets from tipping over in transport. More optional ac-
cessories can be added to the bed based on customers’ needs. 
A 4,500-pound winch with a roller fairlead comes standard on 
the Defender XT. It has a fuel capacity of 10.6 gallons.

STORAGE
The Defender XT has an impressive amount of flexible storage 
options. Under the dash several open-face compartments of-
fer a total of 6 gallons of storage.
“They do sell netting to go across these so things don’t bounce 
out,” Howard explains.
A 5.6-gallon removable waterproof box snaps under the pas-
senger seat. A similar water-resistant and removable toolbox 
fits on the dash instead of a glovebox.
Howard says, “You can add more boxes to the center and the 
driver’s seat if you buy more. Guys can have all the medicine 
they need in one if they are calving. They could have fenc-
ing tools in another one. You could have them all ready with 
whatever you need in the shed, grab the right one for the job, 
and away you go.”
Behind the steering wheel an additional compartment with 
a lid offers a handy place to stow keys, a phone, or gloves. It 

has a 2-gallon capacity. The middle seat folds down to reveal 
cupholders and armrests.

NEW ACCESSORY
A new adventure roof rack for the Defender side-by-side has 
been added for the 2019 model year. It is compatible with 
both the Defender and Defender MAX vehicles and starts at 
$499.99. This accessory helps farmers and ranchers make the 
most of their time by allowing them to safely haul more tools 
and supplies. The roof rack has a capacity of 75 pounds and is 
equipped with mounting points for more lights or a spare tire 
attachment. A number of optional lights can also be added to 
the rack, making work in the dark easier.

ENGINES
The Defender XT comes in two engine sizes.
The smaller HD8 is powered by a 50-hp. liquid cooled, V-twin 
Rotax 799.9-cc engine. A 72-hp. liquid-cooled, V-twin Rotax 
976-cc engine powers the HD10 model.
Both models have Intelligent Throttle Control with electronic 
fuel injection. They are equipped with electronic hill descent 
control and can be operated in three modes: ECO, work, and 
normal. Dynamic power steering comes standard on the De-
fender XT.

PRICE AND AVAILABILITY
The Defender comes with a one-year limited warranty. An 
extended 30-month B.E.S.T. coverage plan is available.
The Defender XT starts at $15,799.
To learn about the latest Outlander and Defender products 
from Can-Am, visit their website or talk to your local dealer.



greaT PLaCeS TO ride
with Marc Ritchie and Rose Grant

Hello and welcome everyone (Jeremy Clarkson voice) to our first ride of the 
season and the debut of Virginia Rider Magazine! Like many of you, we haven’t 
been spending very much time on two wheels, if at all this winter, an we’ve had 
quite enough thank you very much! And speaking of thank you’s, Rose and I are 
very excited and grateful to be working with our editor, Kelly Collins, once again! 
She invited us to be part of her new Virginia Rider Magazine, and we couldn’t be 
more thrilled!!
 
As it turned out, the “Thrills Department” had more in store for us. This month’s 
ride really began with a visit to Wayne Cycle Shop in Waynesboro, VA. They agreed 
to sponsor us by hooking us up with one of their awesome used Gold Wings for 
this month’s article.  Staffed with experienced motorcycle enthusiasts and really 
cool people, they’re just down the mountain from Skyline Drive and the Blue Ridge 
Parkway. In addition to selling new and used bikes, they’re locally owned and have 
been around since 1970. And if anyone local or traveling needs anything like a part, 
service, gear, or just a cup of coffee, we can’t think of a better place to stop. As 
much as Rose and I love riding Skyline and Old Blue, we thought this was a perfect 
fit. You can visit them online at waynecycle.com for more info.
 
With all of the dots connected and a final check on the weather, we were go for 
launch. Since this was our first article in a new magazine, we couldn’t think of a bet-
ter road to feature than the BRP. We reached out to our good friend, Brian Weeks, 
who agreed to meet us for lunch at Peaks of Otter. The flight plan, however, had 
one minor glitch: much of the parkway was closed on our route according to their 
website. But was it??? 
 

Jennifer had the bike all ready for us. 
In our focused effort to make sure we 
brought everything from the sacred 
closet housing our gear, I forgot the 
thumb drive loaded with mp3s for the 
GL’s auxiliary port. It turned out to be 
a blessing in disguise. Instead of copi-
ous and familiar tracks of Rush and Pink 
Floyd, the universe seemed to synchro-
nize in musical ko-in- SI -dens with our 
riding intentions, as “Run to You” aired 
on 98 Rock, heading out of the parking 
lot. Once in cruise gear, I reached back 
to give Rose’s leg a squeeze: the first of 
the year, and the first of many this day.
 
I didn’t bother with the GPS. I thought I 
knew where I was going. It was only after 
passing the Sherando Lake Recreation 
Area, that I realized we were heading 
to a closed section of the parkway, and I 
probably should have turned around like 
Robert Kraft on his way to Florida. Sens-
ing a possible delay to our arrival at our 
lunch stop, I did what any dumbass with 
male genes in my situation would do: I 
pressed on without stopping for direc-
tions. 
 
To our relief, the gates were open. And 
it became apparent from the very get-
go, why the parkway was closed. Na-
ture’s tree trimming service of ice and 
wind did a great job with everything 
but cleaning up its mess. Downed trees 

and branches were everywhere. It was 
truly remarkable what an extraordinary 
job the crews did to get the road back 
in shape, especially after the shutdown. 
This rider and passenger couldn’t have 
been more impressed and grateful. 
 Rose and I were right where we want-
ed to be. It was just us, all by ourselves 
on the open road, on one of the great-
est playgrounds a kid with a bike ever 
dreamed of. And what a bike it was! The 
horizontally opposed 1832 cc six-pack 
was always in the power, and the linked 
brakes were effortlessly slowing down 
the 1000, OK, 1250 pounds of bike, 
crew and gear, without the fork dip. The 
frame and suspension were in perfect 
symphony with apex after apex on this 
nimble giant. Making matters worse, 
the stars and the planets seemed to 
align with the universe as Daughtry’s 
“Home” welcomed our arrival, signal-
ing we were home in a place where we 
belonged. 
 
Rose and I stopped for plumbing at the 
district office and picnic area at Whet-
stone Ridge. There were a couple of 
rangers talking to some of the road crew 
on break. They said we’d have to bail 
at Rt. 60 and get back on at 501, if we 
wanted to continue. We thanked them 
for the information and for the fine job 

they were doing. The detour would take 
us to Little Deal’s Gap near Big Island. 
How could we ever manage? ;)  
Just past Glasgow, on the other side of 
the mountain next to the James River is 
a little stretch of road that reminds me 
of the Tail of the Dragon. It’s very tech-
nical, with lots of turns, braking, gear 
changes and throttle (if ridden proper-
ly), and it’s almost always smooth and 
clear. Today was no exception. Fortu-
nately, we got through most of it before 
catching a cage. There’s also a cool walk 
bridge nearby, crossing the James, if 
anyone wants to stop and check it out.
We arrived at the Peaks of Otter Lodge 

right on time. Rose and I had just expe-
rienced a brisk ride over Apple Orchard 
Mountain, the highest point on the 
parkway in VA at 3950 ft. Fortunately, 
we had a heated seat. Brian was wait-
ing next to his Rushmore Limited he just 
bought. It was beautifully chromed and 
a nice upgrade to the ‘13 he traded in 
with over 80K miles on it. I suspect this 
one will suffer a similar fate someday:)

He reluctantly informed us that the 
Lodge wasn’t open until 3PM. “So per-
fect,” I thought. You’d think the guy writ-
ing the first article in a new magazine 
would have checked the destination’s 
schedule. I couldn’t blame male genes 
on that one. We’ve often used “Peaks” 
as a rendezvous destination, so it has 
one of those “always cool to be here” 
vibes to it, even if it was closed. The 
food has always been good at the res-
taurant. And one time (at band camp?), 
we took the short bus shuttle to Sharp 
Top Mountain after our meal. The peak 
features a 360 degree view in a laby-
rinth of stone and rock. It’s a must see! 
Visit peaksofotter.com for more info.

We all elected to divert to Liberty Sta-
tion in Bedford for lunch. Brian had tak-
en us there before on another ride, so it 
was an easy choice. The ride down Rt. 43 
was exhilarating as usual. Like most high 
altitude wilderness canoers descend-
ing into a town, I was slowly compress-
ing, and employing a new set of tactics, 
transitioning from empty roads to urban 

PEAKS AND WEEKS



Brian told us he was planning a cross country trip out to Washington state later this 
summer. He talked about his uncle, who fought in Vietnam. He said the first thing 
he did when he got back, was spend three months on a motorcycle, touring the US 
to California and back. That spoke volumes to me. Brian later recalled his first mo-
torcycle experience at 14 when the same uncle let him ride a CB 750. What a huge 
impression that must have made, which explains all the miles.

On the way back, Brian and the FLH 
guided Team Honda through town to 
122 north. The road was relatively flat 
and straight, so when “Hotel Califor-
nia” played, I rested my arm on Rose’s 
leg, and left it there. After saying our 
goodbyes to Brian, we got to ride Little 
Deal’s Gap again: this time with clear 
sailing and David Glimour’s solo in 
“Money”, influencing a spirited lean in 
every turn. It was simply electrifying!

Soundtracks seemed to be the  major theme to this ride. As a musician, it has 
always enhanced the experience. Today was like Forrest Gump’s musical box of 
chocolates, only most every one, turned out to be something we wanted to hear. It 
was another day on a bike that was over before it began. As we arrived in Waynes-
boro, it wasn’t lost on us, what a truly extraordinary day it was. While things didn’t 
go exactly as planned, Rose and I were together again, sharing the day on a bike, 
and it wasn’t a dream. And that’s all that mattered.

Cheers and thanks for reading!!
Marc Ritchie
Photos: Rose Grant
Correspondence:facebook.com/BRMTCVA

traffic. It was still February, and 
a little early in the year, if ever, 
for folks to be habitually looking 
out for motorcycles, especially 
being the only two we saw in 
town this day.

It was all worth it as we caught 
up with each other and talked 
about bikes over a tasty meal. 
As we were chatting, I detected 
a rumble. And it was getting 
louder. I nearly jumped out of 
my seat when the engineer de-
ployed the horn, before I could 
see his train full of tanker cars 
rolling a few yards past our 
building. In my Austin Powers 
Dr. Evil voice, I thought, “That’s 
why they call it Liberty ‘STAAA’ 
‘TION.’ ”

March 4, 2019

Powered by the muscular Milwaukee-Eight™ 107 engine, 
the new Electra Glide Standard is a “Dressed down Dresser” 
that provides a raw, fundamental riding experience inspired 
by Harley-Davidson’s Grand American Touring roots. 

Designed for the traditional touring customer, the Electra 
Glide Standard is for the rider seeking to disconnect from 
all the noise of the day-to-day through riding. No screens, 
simply a motorcycle that provides and heightens the experi-
ence of the journey. This fundamental experience is 
a key element in the design and engineering of the 
Electra Glide Standard. 

The Electra Glide Standard features essential 
Harley-Davidson styling elements such as the iconic 
batwing fairing, chrome trim, standard 
saddle bags, and cast 
aluminum wheels. 
Chrome accents are 
added in high-
impact design areas 
and complemented 
by polished rocker, 
cam and derby cov-
ers and select blacked 
out components - a blend of 
traditional elements and modern 
trends. 

“To express the stripped-back essence of the Electra Glide 
Standard we focused on finishes that were simple, time-
less, and fundamental to the Harley-Davidson’s touring line. 
Chrome was added to key components and complemented 
by polished and blacked out parts, said Harley-Davidson’s 
Vice President of Styling & Design Brad Richards. “The 
rocker, cam, and derby covers are finished with chrome to 
emphasize the V-Twin shape of the Milwaukee-Eight 107 
engine. In addition, they add a dose of nostalgia that draws 
a through-line all the way back to the first Electra Glide.”

To provide a raw touring motorcycle experience without 
riding compromises, the Electra Glide Standard features all 
the latest ride and handling technology of Harley-David-
son’s Touring line such as standard electronic cruise control, 
hand-adjustable emulsion-technology rear shock absorbers, 
49mm front forks with Showa dual bending valve suspen-
sion, and Brembo brakes with optional Reflex Linked and 

ABS features.

A central part of the riding experience, and 
a highlight of the Electra Glide Standard, 

is its Milwaukee Eight 107 cu. in. 
V-twin engine that features sleek, 
modern styling that respects the 
heritage of previous Harley-David-
son big twin engines.

In the Electra Glide Standard, 
the Milwaukee Eight provides the 

performance and riding 
benefits that riders the 

world over regard and 
appreciate with quick 
throttle response, 
plenty of passing 
power, and the iconic 
Harley-Davidson big 
twin sound.

HARLEY-DAVIDSON ELECTRA GLIDE STANDARD DELIVERS AN ELEMENTAL 
TOURING EXPERIENCE POWERED BY THE MILWAUKEE-EIGHT ENGINE

The Electra Glide Standard is a showcase of 
an aspect of Harley-Davidson’s More Roads 
promise to continue to lead the heavyweight 
Touring segment with compelling products 
that inspire more riders to fully engage in 
the sport of motorcycling.

“I nearly jumped out of my seat when the engineer 
deployed the horn, before I could see his train full of 
tanker cars rolling a few yards past our building.”
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RRRuff Riders

Owners: Michelle & Neal Ericson
My husband and I are retired Firefighter Paramedics out of 
Pembroke Pines Florida.  Stout is our second French bulldog. 
He is from Hillstar-Ryan Frenchies out of NY. He will be three 
in July and has loved riding since he was a little puppy.  He is 
definitely a chick magnet and all the ladies love him.

STOUT
In our constant search for happiness 
in our lives, we sometimes have a 
tendency to seek it out in the worst of 
ways.  Things that may provide immedi-
ate gratification, but eventually leaving 
us feeling emptier than before.  Before 
I started to dedicate my life to God and 
Christ, I too did a lot of things and made 
decisions that I’m not particularly proud 

of.  Even in my walk now, I’ve stumbled many times, only to 
beg for God’s forgiveness yet again. Does that make me a 
bad person? I hope not. I like to think that deep down inside 
we’re all good people, and that sometimes we listen to what 
the enemy is trying to tell us rather than listening to what 
God IS telling us. 

Why are we so easily lead astray? Well, there’s a lot of temp-
tation out there, everywhere you look. It makes it pretty hard 
for a brother or a sister to walk a straight path, lest he be 
perceived as weak, when in fact, the exact opposite is true. 
The Bible is full of men & women who were not afraid of 
listening to what God had planned for them, regular people 
like you and me that took the road less traveled and perse-

The Lighthouse
Walking The Steps Of a good Man or Woman

vered.  Proverbs 16:9, “The heart of a man plans his way, but 
the Lord establishes his steps”.  

Many times the perception of a Christian is that they are 
weak, ignorant and gullible. This is the lie that the enemy 
tries to perpetrate on us. Let’s face it fellas, guys are always 
trying to prove themselves in the stupidest of ways! In his 
book “Wild At Heart”, author John Eldredge says, “Deep in 
his heart, every man longs for a battle to fight, an adven-
ture to live, and a beauty to rescue”.  What I have found as 
I’ve gotten older, and hopefully a little wiser, is that making 
the effort to listen to what God is telling me has given me a 
sense of peace that nothing else can. 

We owe it to ourselves to be a light to others so that they 
may see the good that God has done in us.  Philippians 1:6, 
“I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will 
bring it to completion at the day of Christ.  Does that mean 
we are not going to fail? Absolutely not. But God has instilled 
in you the ability to walk a Godly path, to be a better version 
of yourself, and to be the Good Man or Woman that God 
wants you to be.   
   
Steve Archer

Steve Archer is a professional musician, music 
instructor and worship leader.  During his career 
he has shared the bill with some of the biggest 
names in Rock, such as ZZ Top, Lynyrd Skynyrd, Peter 
Frampton, 38 Special, The Doobie Brothers and 
more.  He has previously been a Worship Leader 
at Vineyard Community Church in Virginia Beach 
and Seven Cities Biker Church in Chesapeake. He is 
currently a Worship Leader at Christian Embassy 
International Church in Chesapeake.  In February 
2019, Steve was named the recipient of the 2019 
VEER Magazine’s “Musician’s Musician” Award.
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Founded in 2009, the Pink Ride brings to-
gether motorcyclists from the community to 
help local women battling breast cancer.

The Pink Ride continues to grow each year 
and accompanying that growth, the funds 
raised also continue to grow. In addition to 
the ride, other Pink Ride fundraisers include 
golf tournaments.

Early detection is the key to surviving breast 
cancer. This equipment will help to fund 
state-of-the-art early detection.

The Pink Ride Endowment Fund provides fi-
nancial assistance for local breast cancer pa-
tients who are uninsured or under-insured, 
with a focus on assistance with medical bills, 
including biopsies and treatment.

The Pink Ride is 100% volunteer-based.

With your help, The Pink Ride provides 
financial gifts to those battling Breast Cancer 
in our LOCAL community. The Pink Ride sup-
ports those in need by providing assistance 
with medical bills, household or other ex-
penses, creating hope for a brighter tomor-
row! We thrive on supporting EARLY BREAST 
CANCER DETECTION!
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6 Bears and a Goat Brewery * (540) 356-9056 * 1140 International Pkwy * Fredericksburg * 22406 * 6bgbrewingco.com

Allstar Lodging * (540) 843-0606 * 803 E Main St * Luray * 22835 * www.allstarlodging.com

Asset Protection Group * (804) 423-7700 * 14021 Charter Park Dr * Midlothian* 23114 * apgroupinc.com

BACK OF THE DRAGON                                                                                                                                                                                    
(833) 271-1324 * 592 Main Street * Tazewell * 24651 * backofthedragon.com
Back of the Dragon is one of the ultimate driving experiences in the United States. This Road is 32 miles of winding excitement that will 
make you remember every confrontation along the journey. As an added bonus there is the enjoyment from the beauty that comes from 
the land of the  Appalachian Mountains.

BBQ Exchange * (540) 832-0227  * 102 Martinsburg Ave * Gordonsville * 22942 * bbqex.com

Montgomery County - Blacksburg/Christiansburg Visitor Center * (540) 394-4470 * 755 Roanoke Street * Christiansburg * 24073 * gotomontva.com

BRP Can Am Spyder & Ryker – Your local Can Am dealers coming soon! 

Bruster’s Ice Cream * (540) 801-0700 * 221 University Blvd * Harrisonburg * 22801 * brustersicecream.com

Coleman Powersports * (703) 497-1500 * 14105 Telegraph Rd * Woodbridge * 22192 * wherethepoweris.com

Commonwealth Motorsports * (804) 642-2200 * 3481 George Washington Memorial Hwy * Hayes * 23072 * commonwealthmotorsports.com

Crossroads Tabletop Tavern * (571) 364-8885 * 9412 Main St * Manassas * 20110 * ttoptav.com

Fredericksburg Motorsports * (540) 899-9100 * 430 Kings Hwy * Fredericksburg * 22405 * fmscycles.com

Fredericksburg Visitor Center * (540) 371-0802 * 1013 Lafayette Blvd * Fredericksburg * 22401 
* cityseeker.com/fredericksburg-va/954599-fredericksburg-battlefield-visitor-center

Griffin Tavern * (540) 675-3227 * 659 Zachary Taylor Hwy * Flint Hill * 22627 * griffintavern.com

HAMPTON ROADS HARLEY-DAVIDSON                                                                                                                                                    
6450 George Washington Memorial Hwy * Yorktown * 23692 * (757) 872-7223 * hrhd.com 
Stop on by Hampton Roads Harley-Davidson® in Yorktown, Virginia and get yourself on your dream ride and be ready to cruise in style! 
Whether it’s a Harley Davidson Dyna®, Sportster®, V-Rod®, Softail®, Touring, custom or even a Trike, we can help make your H-D® dream come 
true. We also have a great variety of Used Motorcycles For Sale as well. Our H-D® Service Department and Harley Parts Department are here 
to serve you.  We service all makes and models of motorcycles.  Stop by, we’d love to see you! 

Indian Motorcycle of Fredericksburg * (540) 642-4017 * 10151 Southpoint Pkwy * Fredericksburg * 22407

Lefties Main Street Grill * (540) 552-7000 * 1410 S Main St * Blacksburg * 24060 * leftysgrille.com

LYNCHBURG HARLEY-DAVIDSON                                                                                                                                                                   
 (434) 237-2381 * 20452 Timberlake Rd * Lynchburg * 24502 * hdoflynchburg.com
At Harley-Davidson of Lynchburg we come to work every day to help you fulfill your dream of personal freedom. Our motto is “It’s time to ride”.  
Come see why Harley-Davidson awarded us the Prestigious Silver Bar & Shield Award...Again. Our service is the difference. We appreciate your 
business.

Manassas Kawasaki Honda Suzuki * (703) 361-2233 * 9105 Mathis Ave * Manassas * 20110 *manassashonda.com

Martinsville – Henry Co Visitor’s Center *  (888) 722-3498 * 191 Fayette St * Martinsville * 24112

Nelson County Visitor’s Center *(434) 263-7015 * 8519 Thomas Nelson Hwy * Lovingston * 22949 * nelsoncounty-va.gov/departments/tourism/

Oneill’s Grill * (540) 574-4267 * 221 University Blvd * Harrisonburg * 22801 * oneillsgrill.com

PRECISION MOTORCYCLE 
(757) 248.8004 * 129 Southgate Ave * Virginia Beach, VA 23462 * precisionmotorcycle.com
Precision is Veteran-Owned, & staffed with expert dealer-trained & MMI trained mechanics. They’re a full service motorcycle repair shop for 
almost all makes & models of motorcycles from the newest Sportbikes & Cruisers to vintage motorcycles from all eras. They also offer expert 
service & repair on ATVs, Personal Watercraft & more! Call us today or stop by the shop for a FREE Safety inspection.

RIDER INSURANCE 
(800) 595-6393 * rider.com
At Rider, our 45+ years of experience specializing in low cost Motorcycle Insurance and ATV / Off-Road Vehicle Insurance, along with focusing 
on excellent no-hassle customer service, has made us the best! Rider insures a wide range of motorcycles including standard bikes, cruisers, 
sport / high performance motorcycles, enduros, off-road vehicles and more, with low motorcycle insurance rates. Rider offers motorcycle 
insurance packages, and insurance discounts. Rider also offers insurance for scooters and mopeds, ATVs, UTVs & Off-road vehicles, and off-
road motorcycles & dirt bikes.

Sleepy Fox Moonshine Distillery * (804) 525-0628 * 11670 Lakeridge Parkway Suite 3 * Ashland 23005 * sleepyfoxdistillery.com

SOUTHSIDE HARLEY-DAVIDSON                                                                                                                                                                          
385 N. Witchduck Rd * Virginia Beach * 23462 * (757) 499-8964 * southside-hd.com
Come on into Southside Harley where your dream may meet the pavement. We can help you find your dream ride Harley® today. Are 
you a V-Rod® kind of guy or gal, or do you prefer the laid back touring motorcycle and cruiser motorcycle for those long rides in comfort? 
Regardless of your comfort or style preference, we have the Harley® motorcycle for you.  Our Harley-Davidson motorcycle service and parts 
staff are here to help you. Stop on in and take a look at our new and used motorcycle sales, leather jackets, H-D® T-shirts & more. Looking 
forward to seeing you!

Star City Powersports * (540) 366-8500 * 5120 Peters Creek Rd * Roanoke * 24019 * starcitypowersports.com

The Motorcycle Factory * (703) 583-9600 * 3820 Prince William Co Pkwy * Woodbridge 22192 * motorcyclefactoryinc.com

THE MOTORCYCLE GRAND TOUR OF VIRGINIA                                                                                                                                           
(240) 258-5250 * vamotorcycletour.com    A motorcyclist’s dream tour of the Commonwealth! The ride includes stops at 45 destinations and 
tourism attractions all across Virginia. The more places you visit, the more fun you’ll have as you collect points for special prizes.  The ride is 
opened to motorcyclists and passengers. Participants are not required to be Virginia residents. Participants must obtain an official Motorcycle 
Grand Tour of Virginia passport to participate. Discover all Virginia has to offer motorcyclists. Join the Motorcycle Grand Tour of Virginia and 
enjoy a season of new journeys along Virginia’s scenic byways and backroads.

THE PINK RIDE 
(757) 339-3156 * thepinkride.org * thepinkridevb@gmail.com
Founded in 2009, The Pink Ride, Inc. brings together motorcyclists and others from our community to help local women battling breast 
cancer. The Pink Ride is a Virginia Beach based non-profit organization whose goal is to bring awareness to Breast Cancer and raise funds 
to help local women enduring the physical, mental, and financial burden of Breast Cancer.   The Pink Ride, with the help of our corporate 
sponsors and Hampton Roads locals, has raised over $350,000.

TIDEWATER MOTORCYCLES                                                                                                                                                                                  
(757) 255-4200 * 4324 Godwin Blvd * Suffolk * 23434 * tidewatermotorcycles.com
We’re equipped to handle all repairs on any motorcycle, both Foreign and American made. From minor maintenance to major repairs, our 
team of Certified Technicians will keep your motorcycle, off-road, or ATV Operational and Safe!  If you’re looking for an oil change, tune-up, 
tires, or a complete engine rebuild you can trust Tidewater Motorcycles to get the job done! If you do your own maintenance, we can get both 
the OEM and aftermarket parts you need & also offer a complete line of accessories to customize your ride. We offer the riding gear & safety 
equipment you need to ensure that you have a comfortable and safe ride in any season. 

Tim’s Lake Anna * (540) 894-5011 * 200 G Boardwalk Way * Mineral * 23117 * timslakeanna.com

Timbrook Honda of Winchester *  (540) 678-4727 * 2098 Berryville Pike * Winchester 22603 * timbrookhondaofwinchester.com

TOM MCGRATH’S MOTORCYCLE LAW GROUP 
Richmond, VA: 2606-2608 W Cary St * Richmond * 23220 * (804) 355-7505 * (800)-321-2968/  Newport News, VA: 763 J. Clyde Morris Blvd, 
Suite 1D, Newport News, VA 23601 * (757) 595-7505/  Cayce SC:  532 Knox Abbott Drive, Suite 7 * Cayce, SC 29033 * 803-926-7508 
Protecting Motorcyclists and their rights for over 30 years. With offices in Richmond, VA, Newport News, VA and Cayce, SC. 
 The Motorcycle Law Group is The Firm that Rides®.  We are an experienced legal and technical team handling personal injury claims 
due to motorcycle accidents. We can help you receive the justice that you deserve.  Our attorneys have been standing up for the rights 
of motorcyclists for years, in and out of the courtroom, that’s because they all have a passion for motorcycling and motorcyclists.   
When you are injured and choose Tom McGrath’s Motorcycle Law Group, you not only choose an experienced team of lawyers 
who care about your case, you choose a dedicated team of motorcyclists who care about you.

Valley Motorsports * (540) 433-0232 * 195 E Mosby Rd * Harrisonburg * 22801-2620 * valleykawasaki-suzukiinc.com

Village Motorsports * (540) 854-8800 * 23436 Constitution Hwy * Unionville * 22567 * villagemotorsportsva.com

Wild Wolf Brewing * (434) 361-0088 * 2461 Rockfish Valley Hwy * Nellysford * 22958 * wildwolfbeer.com

Winchester Brew Works *  (540) 692-9242 * 320 N Cameron St * Winchester 22601 * winchesterbrewworks.com

Winchester’s Visitor’s Center * (540) 542-1326 * 1400 S Pleasant Valley Rd * Winchester * 22601 * visitwinchesterva.com

Welcome to our RIDER-FRIENDLY DIRECTORY
The following locations are the ONLY places that you can pick up your FREE copy of Virginia Rider Magazine! We’d like to say THANK YOU to 

these Rider-friendly businesses for their support of Virginia’s motorcycle communities! Don’t see a location near you?  Send us an email & let us 
know of some great places in your area that you’d like to pick up your free copy & we’ll try to make that happen!



33 SECRETS
TO SMarT TOUring

No matter how long you’ve been 
riding, what style of bike you choose or whether 

you prefer dirt, asphalt or a little of each, you’ll never 
run out of ways to make the ride a little bit better.

We have compiled some of the best advice from experi-
enced riders and experts in various disciplines and placed 
it here for you to consider as you plan your next ride. We 
hope these tips help make motorcycling more fun.

There’s nothing like the feeling of loading up and head-
ing out on a big motorcycle trip. And there’s nothing 
like the security of knowing you’re prepared for life on 
the road. It can take years to develop that knowledge 
through trial and error. So we’ve devised a shortcut. 
We’ve asked AMA staff members to share with you the 
experience they’ve accumulated over decades on the 
road.

What you’ll find here isn’t a comprehensive collection 
of touring knowledge. Instead, here are 33 insider 
tips—useful suggestions that have made our tours more 
organized and more fun. We guarantee you’ll learn 
something.

Eat at weird times. Everyone and their dog eats around 8 a.m., noon and 6 p.m. To get in and out of res-
taurants in a hurry, don’t be hungry then.

A short metal cable with loops on both ends (like those made to keep people from stealing bicycle seats) is 
perfect for securing a jacket and helmet to your bike’s helmet lock.

Carry a spare key. Hide it somewhere on your bike with a zip-tie or duct tape, or better yet, trade spare 
keys with a traveling companion.

Portable weather radios are now in the $20 range, and the first time one saves you from running right into 
a massive storm, you’ll wonder why you ever traveled without one. Find one at accessory companies like 
Aerostich.

On high-mileage days, you’ll feel a lot better if you carry eye drops and use them every time you stop for 
gas.

If you’re nearing the end of your riding day and want to set yourself up for a quick getaway in the morn-
ing, consider riding to the far side of the next city you reach before you stop for the night, eliminating 
urban traffic the next morning.

Take a tip from off-road riders: carry a backpack hydration system so you can drink while you ride. A must 
for arid weather.

Going on a long, complex trip? Keep yourself organized with the envelope system. Before you leave, pre-
pare one envelope for each day on the road. Mark the dates and locations on the outside, then stuff things 
like hotel reservation info and lists of things to see inside. Instead of juggling your entire stack of literature 
to find the information you need, you can just open up that day’s envelope.

A simple map case attached to your bike’s tank (we’ve used a Rev-Pak version that has been available 
through www.whitehorsepress.com for years) can keep you on course without the bulk of a tank bag.

Keep your stuff dry in saddlebags by using trash compactor bags as waterproof barriers. They’re thicker 
and more durable than standard garbage bags.

Use earplugs to help reduce wind noise. You can get them from most mail-order shops or dealers, or in 
bulk from safety-equipment supply houses.

Don’t forget that pack-and-ship places are just about everywhere these days. They’re perfect when you 
spot that antique umbrella stand you’re dying to buy hundreds of miles from home.

Don’t forget a small towel or rag for wiping dew off seats, windshields and mirrors, and even for doing a 
quick whole-bike cleanup. Synthetic chamois cloths work particularly well.

Pack extra bungees and zip-ties. Or, instead of bungees, try using strips of Velcro 18” to 24” long. They are 
adjustable and strong, and the smooth side doesn’t scuff your bike’s finish.

Go ahead, buy that GPS you’ve always wanted. They’re perfect not only for finding yourself, but also for 
allowing you the freedom to get lost in the first place.

You’ve heard it a million times, but we’ll say it again: look over your bike carefully every morning on the 
road. Checking the simple stuff—air pressure, oil level, loose or missing fasteners—can save you from big 
trouble.

Sign up for AMA Roadside Assistance. To sign up, call the AMA at: (614) 856-1900.
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There’s nothing like the feeling of loading 
up and heading out on a big motorcycle 
trip. And there’s nothing like the security of 
knowing you’re prepared for life on the road.



Stash a little hidden cash somewhere on the bike or on you, so you can make something happen when 
all else fails.

Before you take off from the hotel or campground in the morning, double check every strap on tank bags 
or soft saddlebags, and every latch on hard luggage.

Wear a dog-tag with your name and contact info, especially if you’re riding alone. You can get them lots 
of places, including your local army surplus store.

Take a look back at where you were parked every time you leave someplace. You’d be amazed at what 
you find.

A cellphone can be a lifesaver in an emergency. You can dial 911 for help anywhere you find cell service, 
but you’ll need to tell a dispatcher where you are. Keep track of route numbers, interstate exits, towns 
you’ve passed, mileposts—anything that can save emergency officials time in getting to you.

Good motorcycle gear really is worth it. Waterproof, breathable linings in boots and jackets will transform 
the way you think about bad weather. A number of companies offer materials that work well, but always 
test your gear on a rainy day at home before facing a storm on the road.

Do routine maintenance at home with your bike’s toolkit, so you’re sure you have what you need along 
the side of the road.

On a long tour, plan for at least one day every week of doing nothing. Time is the ultimate luxury, and 
can mean the difference between a vacation and an endurance run.

Be realistic with your daily mileage. In really scenic areas, 150 miles may make a very full day. Don’t as-
sume you can achieve freeway mileage on good back roads.

Guidebooks can be invaluable, but these days, an internet search can add spice to your trip by revealing 
special-interest locations most books fail to include. One of the sites we’ve used is www.roadsideamerica.
com. World’s largest concrete bison, anyone?

It is possible to use a kit to make emergency repairs on tubeless or tube-type tires alongside the road. 
But before you count on this as your safety net, practice using the kit on an old tire in your garage.

A packable motorcycle cover not only keeps your bike clean and dry overnight, it also discourages 
thieves. And don’t forget a stout lock of some kind for the bike itself.

If you can afford it and are short of time, you could always ship your bike somewhere cool and ride it 
back. Call Federal Motorcycle Transport at (800) 747-4100, ext. 217 or 218, for details.

If you call a hotel--even if you’re two blocks away--you can often get a better rate than if you just walk 
in. And if you have access to a computer, there are some spectacular Internet-only deals available these 
days. Either way, do yourself a favor and have a reservation by 4 p.m. You never know when a conven-
tion will take over your destination city. Remember that AMA members get a discount at several hotel 
chains including Choice Hotels (call 800-258-2847 or go to www.choicehotels.com, click on “Enter Special 
Rate ID” and use the AMA Member discount code) and Motel 6 (call 800-4-MOTEL6 or go to www.
motel6.com and use the AMA Member discount code). Discount codes can be found at the AMA Discount 
Codes page.

A nap can do wonders on a long day.

If you’re traveling east or west, schedule your breakfast or dinner times near sunrise or sunset so you 
don’t have to stare into the sun when it’s low on the horizon. 
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Motorcycling Related Laws 
Wrap Up from the 

Virginia General Assembly
 March 9, 2019

This year’s General Assembly was a mixed bag for Virginia 
motorcyclists.  First the positive.  We were able to once 

again avoid a hike in motorcycle inspection fees.  HB 2514 as 
passed will increase inspection fees for standard trucks and 
autos from sixteen to twenty dollars, but motorcycle fees will 
remain at twelve dollars. 
 
HB 1941 passed both the House and Senate and is on the 
Governor’s desk awaiting his signature.  This bill increases 
the maximum penalty for causing permanent and significant 
physical impairment to another while driving intoxicated in a 
manner so gross, wanton, and culpable as to show reckless 
disregard for human life.  The current maximum penalty is 
five years.  This bill increases the maximum penalty to ten 
years.  It also creates a Class 6 felony for a person who drives 
in the same manner and causes serious bodily injury, but not 
permanent and significant physical impairment, to another 
person.   Under current law that same crime would be a 
class 1 misdemeanor.  The Virginia Coalition of Motorcyclists 
(VCOM) strongly supported this bill. Too many of our mem-
bers have had their lives forever changed due to the actions 
of a drunk driver.
 
Finally, both SB 1364 and HB 1780, which were identical bills 
that would have change the definition of a salvage vehicle by 
removing the requirement that the vehicle be a late model 
vehicle, were not passed, but were referred to an off session 
study.  VCOM had concerns with these bills as they could 
have had adverse effects on the ability to rebuild a totaled 
motorcycle and put it back on the road with a clean title. 
Many times, older motorcycles are totaled due to cosmetic 
damage only; this is because of the lower value of many 
motorcycles as compared to cars. Under these bills those 
motorcycles would be salvage vehicles and would have to 
carry a branded title. We have been told by DMV that VCOM 
will have a place on the committee that studies this issue. 
 
On the negative side, we saw two bills that were introduced 
at the request of VCOM defeated in subcommittee.  The first 
was HB 2193, the bill would have made it illegal to blow grass 
onto the highway.   As we riders are aware, grass on the road 
can be a hazard to motorists, especially motorcyclists, and 
particularly in curves when the grass becomes wet.  Delegate 

Roxanne Robinson, our patron who carried the bill for us, 
has vowed to work with us again next year to address this 
issue. 
 
The other bill that was defeated was HB 2446, which was 
introduced by Delegate Tony Wilt.  It would have allowed 
motorcycles to drive on the right shoulder of limited access 
highways when (i) traffic on such highway is stopped or 
traveling at a speed of not more than 10 miles per hour, (ii) 
the driver of such motorcycle travels at a speed of not more 
than 15 miles per hour, and (iii) the driver of such motorcy-
cle uses the first available exit to leave the highway.  This is 
an important issue to motorcyclists, especially in areas such 
as Tidewater, Richmond, Northern Virginia, and the I-81 cor-
ridor, where it is not uncommon for air cooled motorcycles 
to overheat in congested traffic.  In all candor we expected 
this bill to be defeated.  It faced fierce opposition from the 
Virginia State Police.  We knew when we took this bill on 
that it would be a multi-year project, much like our efforts 
to repeal the law against riding two motorcycles abreast 
of each other, and to pass the law allowing motorcycles to 
treat red lights as stop signs under certain circumstances.  
Both of those efforts took several years but were ultimately 
successful.  VCOM will bring this issue back in one form or 
another as long as its members favor such action. 
 
Finally, let’s talk next year.  Be on the lookout for an an-
nouncement on a “Watch for Motorcycles” license plate.  
We want to get the word out early on this because even if 
we are able to get the 2020 General Assembly to approve 
the license plate next year, the DMV will not issue them 
unless they receive 450 pre-paid orders within 30 days of 
the date of authorization.  I will address this project in more 
detail in future posts. 
 
As always, if you have any questions or comments concern-
ing any of the pending legislation affecting Virginia motorcy-
clists, please do not hesitate to contact me.
 
Matt Danielson
McGrath, Danielson, Sorrell & Fuller
The Motorcycle Law Group
1-800-321-8968
Motorcyclelawgroup.com




